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Bethesda Outlook 
February 2021 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ 
with our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff                                    OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor:  Rev. Heidi Fish…...360-393-2977      Monday—Thursday 

                                                       9:00am—2:00pm             

Office Administrator: Judy Rasmussen                     

      425-778-6390 

 

Musician:  Vic Peters…..206-789-1699 

 

CHILDRENS THOUGHTS ON GOD...  
One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes these to put in place of the ones that die so there 

will be enough people to take care of things here on earth. He doesn’t make grown-ups. Just babies. I 

think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn’t have to talk up his valuable 

time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that up the mothers and fathers. I think it works 

pretty good.  

God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. An aw-awful lot of this goes on, as some peo-

ple, like preachers and things, pray other times besides bedtime. God doesn’t have time to listen to the 

radio or TV on account of this. As he hears everything, not only pray-prayers, there must be a terrible 

lot of noise going into his ears unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.  

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere, which keeps him pretty busy. So you 

shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your parent’ head and ask for something they said you 

couldn’t have.  

Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think there are any who come to the Episcopal 

Church.  

You should always go to Sunday School because it makes God happy, and if there’s anybody you 

want to make happy, it’s God. Don’t skip Sunday School to do something you think will be more fun, 

like going to the beach. That is wrong. And besides, the sun Doesn’t come out at the beach until noon 

anyway.  
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Grace Notes --- from Pastor Heidi 
There are no Grace Notes from Pastor this month as she has 
been struggling with back issues.  Please keep her in your 
prayers.  Meanwhile:  Here’s  a “Blast from the Past”… From 
February 2006 outlook: 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH—By Jeanne Krahn 
 
     A Guinness Book of World Records entry by Reverend John 
Albrecht, an Episcopal priest standing before his congregation spoke one word, 
“love”. Then he sat down—shortest sermon recorded. That was it. No more!  Febru-
ary, the month of love, valentines, togetherness. What is love? How do we define it? 
Often we hear the verse “God so loved the world, He gave his only begotten son…”  
Shakespeare wrote 150 sonnets trying to define the essence of love. Author Sher-
man Alexis, in his recent Martin Luther King Day speech said “I love my country like I 
love my family and friends—in spite of all its flaws, and sometimes because of them.  
 Too often, in lives today, we are constantly bombarded with  media communica-
tions about family abuse, verbal or physical, on family of any age. We have seen it or 
heard it when being out and about, tragedies abound. Auschwitz, the Gulag, and the 
regime of Saddam Hussein, to mention a few, show the fearful cruelty humanity is ca-
pable of. Jesus demanded that his followers love their enemies. They were required 
to feel with and feed people who would never fell affection for them, to extend their 
sympathy without expecting any return benefits. Does that mean we are supposed 
to :love”  Hitler or Osama bin Laden? 
 Wo what is love? According to the 13th century theologian, Thomas Aquinal, 
what we call love simply requires we seek the good of another. If we allow rage, an-
ger and hatred to fester, we diminish ourselves. Nothing would happen if we all lived 
by the simplest of all principals, the golden rule, the Sermon on the Mount. We live in 
one world, a huge boat together. We need the compassionate ethic more than ever to 
learn to reach out to people who have different opinions, etc., at home, abroad and 
particularly family.  
 Dr. Dale Turner tells of a Jewish legend illustrating how beautiful family love 
and caring can be. Two brothers, one married, one a bachelor, live on adjoining farms 
of equal size. One had a fruitful harvest as did the other. The wheat had been cut and 
was standing in sheaves in the fields. The married brother, sitting in his home think-
ing of his bachelor brother said, “He is a lonely man. He has no wife, no children, no 
joy in his life except what he buys. I think I will take some of my sheaves and put 
them in his field tonight.” It so happened that the bachelor brother was thinking of the 
married brother with his wife and children, and he said, “Brother has many mouths to 
feed and I don’t need all I have. I’ll put some of my sheaves in his field tonight.” Se-
cretly carrying out their plans, they met face to face. Learning of each others act of 
love and caring, they tearfully embraced and expressed gratitude for the love that 
bound them together.                                                             Continued on page 9 
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Message from the Bishop 
Dear Beloveds, There were many 
images that horrified me during the 
Washington DC riots. The violence, 
cruelty, anger, and destruction were 

terrible.  

One image that made me both angry and almost 
nauseous was the photograph of the person 
holding up a bright yellow sign with the words, 
“Jesus Saves.” To be clear, it is not that I object 
to these words. I strongly believe that Jesus 
saves. But in this particular case, when one 
holds up a sign bearing these beautiful words but 
participating in mob violence, it becomes a 
mockery. Horrifically, there were other Christian 
symbols present that day. There was a giant 
wooden cross outside the Capitol. One man car-
ried a Christian flag into an evacuated legislative 
chamber. Christian music blared all day from 
loudspeakers. It was disgusting to see sacred 
words and items suddenly used to foment vio-
lence. It was sickening, reckless, and horrifying. 
It was profane. The insurrection on the Capitol 
broke the first, second, fifth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth commandments. Any action that 
breaks one commandment is wrong. An action 
that breaks the majority of the commandments is 
beyond alarming. (And I could actually make an 
argument that this insurrection also broke the 
third and fourth commandments, too. This only 
leaves the sixth unbroken.)  

In the ELCA social message on Government and 
Civic Engagement in the United States: Disciple-
ship in a Democracy we read, 

 ELCA social teaching holds that all residents of 
the United States have a responsibility to make 
government function well—not to abandon our 
democracy but to engage it in a spirit of robust 
civic duty. For Lutherans, this responsibility is 
lived out as a calling from God, expressed in the 
discipleship described in our baptismal promises. 
(Read the full message here: www.elca.org/
Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/
Government.)  

This social message states that as residents of 
the United States and as followers of Jesus, we 
all have a responsibility for government to func-
tion well. We are called to be a part of civic soci-

ety. We are called to vote. We are called to be 
civil servants. We are called to speak out against 
injustice. We are called to march against hatred. 
We are called to peacefully protest when those in 
power act in ways that promote prejudice or big-
otry or discrimination. We are called to speak 
truth. For those of us with privilege, we are espe-
cially called to examine ourselves, to listen to 
others, and to speak for those without voice. We 
are called to act in ways where God’s love is par-
amount – moving towards true peace, true equi-
ty, and true reconciliation. In short, we are called 
to live into our baptismal identity of forgiven and 
beloved children of God by loving and caring for 
God, our neighbor, and our world.  

I encourage congregations and ministry sites to 
study the social message mentioned above. 
There are also other social messages and social 
statements found on the ELCA website to further 
conversation and action as we continue to learn 
how to be disciples of Jesus by engaging in the 
world. Perhaps this could be something that you 
and others do during Lent. But please don’t stop 
at reading, studying, and talking about it. Let us 
move forward with action. Our faith calls us to 
stand next to the oppressed and forgotten in 
faith, knowing that, as we are loved by God, we 
are called to love our neighbor. 

I am appalled at what happened on January 6, 
2021. As a citizen of the United States and, even 
more so, as a Christian, I am devastated. But I 
have hope. I have hope that out of this hatred, 
love will emerge. I have hope that those who 
have been fearful will gain courage. I have hope 
that we, siblings, beloveds in Christ, will join to-
gether and reclaim the words, “Jesus saves.” I 
have hope that we as a nation will form a more 
perfect union. I have hope – not because I’m an 
idealist but because I’m a follower of Jesus – that 
out of this death resurrection will come.  

 

In God’s Spirit of Hope,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
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Council Hi-lights 
• $200 was sent to Camp Lutherwood from Christmas Eve offerings.  

• Pastor Heidi asked that we come up with ideas for using Building 3. First though, 

we have to find out if the city considers it condemned. 

• Council has agreed to Enter into a contract with Vanco for On-Line giving. A but-

ton will be added in our website to link you to this feature. This has not been done 

at the time of this writing.  

• Jaye requested the council members and congregants that would like to, should 

Google Bethesda Lutheran Church and write a review 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meeting is scheduled for     

February 14, 2021 

One, possibly two, spots will be emptied on the council come June 2021. If you are interested in serving on 

the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if you have issues, concerns, compli-

ments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

 

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    

 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 

MONTH END FINANCIAL REPORT 

As of December 2020 

Previous Checking Balance: $6576.17 

Total Received:  $6840.20 

Total Disbursements: $11,031.91 

New Checking Balance:  $2384.46 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed Thurs Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

S=Sanctuary 

FH=Fellowship                        

Hall            

O=Office Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

            

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Worship   

10:15am    

Gleaning 4:00pm 

 

            

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Worship   

10:15am     

Council Meet-

ing12:30pm (FH)

Gleaning 4:00pm 

 

           Ash                            

Wednesday 

      

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Worship   

10:15am    
Gleaning 4:00pm 

  

  

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

  

          

28             

Worship     
10:15am   
Gleaning 4:00pm 
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 

 

ALEXI—(Kate K. Granddaughter) 
ANDERSON, JULIA  
ARNOLD, STEVEN  
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer 
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod Schwald) 
CARROLL, KAREN  
CHONG, SUMI 
CHRISTIANSON, MIKE (friend of Rod Schwald) 
CHRISTOFFERSON, DEBBIE (Cancer) 
CLEMENT,SALEM RICHARD (newborn with heart 
condition) 
COCHRAN, MARCI (very ill friend of Rod Schwald) 
CRONBACH, LEE (Parkinson’s) 
ELKINS, DAVE (Valerie G. Son-in-law) Bone Cancer 
HALLADAY, JOY  
HARPER, MARTI  
HAUMAN, SUE  
HEDLUND, DANNA 
HENDERSON, LORETTA 
HINSON, FRANCES 
JOHNSON,  BILL  (stroke) 
JUAN, ANTOINETTE  
LAMBERT, RON (friend of Mickey S.) Cancer 
LEAVENS, JEAN  
LILL, JAYE 
LONG, JAY (friend of Al Rasmussen) 
MARKES, FRANK (friend of Mickey S.) 
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.) 
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin)  
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald) 
RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer)  
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother) 
SCHWALD, MICKEY  
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)  
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.) 
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy H,) 
 

2/2—Dick Anstice 

2/7—Sam Harpst 

2/18—Pr. Heidi Fish 

Happy Birthday 
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PUZZLE PAGE       
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We designated our Christmas Eve           

offerings  to  Camp Lutherwood and      

Retreat Center.  

COMING SOON... 

 2021 directory  

But I need your help… 

Please stop by or call the office to double check that information I have 

is correct.  The pictures we are using are from 2011 so it would be nice 

to update those too.  

ALSO:  if you have pictures from events that you would like to see in 

the directory, please do not hesitate to send them to me in the office.  

THANK YOU 

Judy Rasmussen 
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Continued from Page 2 

 The legend says that at that spot where they met, the Temple was built, for there, heaven was 

nearest to earth. “Those who love bringing God and the world together” 

 Did you ever write love letters as a teenager? I did. Those were the war years when feeling 

ran amok—daydreams, passion, missing someone away in the war.   Now it’s time for love letters of 

a different sort. Not the usual kind but one of appreciation to people in our town, friends around me, 

across the country and the oceans, particularly our courageous ones for they have become so nec-

essary for my existence.  

 Recently I helped good friends celebrate their 6-th anniversary. The family had put together a 

catchy “survival kit” for more years we can all use. A few of them:  

• Candle—for lighting up “each other’s life” 

• Cotton balls—to help soften the rough times 

• Crayons—to “color” your days bright and sunny 

• Snickers—to remind you of all the laughs you shared 

• Eraser—to start every day with a clean slate 

• Marbles—to replace any you may have lost along the years 

• Paper clip—to help keep things together 

• Rubber band—to remind you to stay flexible 

• Band-aid—a reminder of tough times and how you remedied them 

• 60 pennies—a reminder of the good ‘cents’ you had to keep a marriage together for 60 years.  

 Share your caring! To love is like playing the piano. First, you must learn to play by the rules. 

Then you must forget the rules and play from your heart. Try it!  You might like it!   
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


