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Bethesda Outlook 
April 2021 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ 
with our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff                                    OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor:  Rev. Heidi Fish…...360-393-2977      Monday—Thursday 

                                                       9:00am—2:00pm             

Office Administrator: Judy Rasmussen                     

     425-778-6390 

 

Musician: Vic Peters.. 206-789-1699 

Schedule for Easter 2021 

Good Friday  April 2, Vigil by the Cross.  Drop into the open sanctuary for quiet 

meditation and prayer 3-7 p.m.  

Easter Sunday, April 4, 10:15 a.m. worship with Holy Communion.  (If safe by then, 
we hope to be able to worship together in person; we will still offer it by Zoom, too.) 



 2 

Grace Notes --- from Pastor Heidi 
 It is the Monday of Holy Week.  Yesterday’s Palm/Passion Sun-

day service began with the joy of having members of the con-

gregation gathering in person for the first time in a VERY long 

time. Our “soft opening” went well – we checked temperatures, 

signed in (for contact tracing), kept our physical distance (well, 

we were about 4’ apart during communion – we’ll keep that to 6’ 

next week!), and let the sound of traffic from the street flow 

through those wide-open windows.  Turns out that our new sound system can over-

come even road noise! 

After experiencing the Passion narrative in a new way, the service ended with the 

Stripping of the Altar.  Everything that could be removed was, from candelabra and 

communion trays to music stands, paraments and even the pastor’s vestments.  We 

ended in silence. 

On Friday we will contemplate the wonder of God’s love for us in quiet prayer beside 

the cross.  Our sanctuary will be open from 3-7 p.m., and everyone is welcome to 

come in, maintaining safety protocols.  We won’t be visiting with each other.  You may 

light candles, sit beside the cross, pray the psalms, listen to soft music, and keep vigil 

for as long as you like. 

The work party Saturday was great!  Sixteen members and friends of Bethesda gath-

ered to spruce up the place.  Joy and Mickey provided a wonderful lunch.  There will 

always be more to do.  We’ll be decorating for Easter this Saturday, April 3
rd

, at 10:00 

a.m.  If you can come and help with some other projects, we’d love to have you.  

Bring a sack lunch this time! 

On Easter Sunday, we strongly encourage everyone who can do so to join us in per-

son at Bethesda to celebrate the Festival of the Resurrection.  If you can’t or aren’t 

comfortable coming to the church, please join us on Zoom.  This will always be an 

option for you.  Please invite your friends and family to join us by Zoom, too.  House-

holds may sit together in the sanctuary, and we probably have room for all members 

of Bethesda, but we want to be actively inviting others to “come and see”. 

Blessings on your Holy Week. 

Pastor Heidi 
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Message from the Bishop 
There is a cave in Kentucky called Mammoth 

Cave. When you first enter, it appears quite 

empty of life. Dark, quiet, dank, barren.  

And yet … and yet … Like many caves, first im-

pressions can be deceiving. You see, over 200 animals live in 

Mammoth Cave. Animals that range from raccoons and other 

small creatures who accidentally venture into the cave and can-

not figure out how to return to the outside, to animals who de-

liberately live both inside and outside of the cave, to forty-two 

species of troglobites - animals adapted exclusively to life in the 

darkness. Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant.  

If one were to drive by most of our church buildings, parking 

lots would be empty and the doors would be locked. A casual 

observer might say, “That church is empty. Nothing is happen-

ing there.”  

And yet … and yet … First impressions can be deceiving. There is 

a lot of life happening in congregations and ministry sites. There 

are people who have joined communities of faith in our synod 

that, for various reasons, would never have entered the doors 

of a church building. They have become part of the community 

through online worship – even if they live thousands of miles 

away. There are people who were a part of the church commu-

nity for years – but because of work schedules or health issues 

or mobility concerns – they had faded away. Now they are com-

ing each week as they re-connect. And there are people who 

have never left. They continue to foster relationships, enjoy 

serving in the community of the church, and who are faithful to 

the tasks that are required to keep churches functioning.  

We have groups in many churches that are working with other 

organizations to help feed, clothe, teach, and be with people in 

the neighborhoods. We have those who are having sometimes 

uncomfortable (but always fruitful) conversations about what it 

means to be faithful in this time and place. We have many who 

are visiting and calling the sick and the dispirited.  

Fundamentally, together we are living into the good news of 

Jesus and journeying together in the Spirit as we are Church in 

the world. Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant.  

Listen to these words from the first Easter, “Early on the first 

day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disci-

ple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him!’ (John 20:1-2)  

 

 

Mary looked into that tomb and saw only lifelessness and she 

despaired. She peered into the shadows and felt, deep in her 

bones, the darkness of sorrow, abandonment, disappointment, 

grief, heartache, and pain. She had gone searching for some-

thing, someone, and she came away with nothing.  

And yet … and yet … Jesus had risen. Jesus, scars and all, was 

going to meet her in the garden. In a few hours Jesus would call 

Mary’s name and assure her of his love. Jesus would come to 

the disciples and breathe on them – giving them peace and ask-

ing them to, “Feed his sheep.” And they would. Amid seeming 

emptiness, life is abundant.  

Dear Beloveds, this last year has felt somewhat like we were 

living in a cave. We have been confined, somewhat lost, weary, 

and wondering where the new life is. We have stumbled on 

rocks and fallen in despair.  

And yet … and yet … We trust that soon we will be gathering in-

person together. Soon we will be beyond this pandemic. Soon 

life will not “return to normal” but instead will move forward as 

we live God’s calling of loving God and loving neighbor.  

We know this because we are a resurrection people. Out of 

death comes life. We place our trust in our risen Savior who 

died and is raised again. Amid seeming emptiness, life is abun-

dant in Christ Jesus our risen Savior.  

And we all proclaim: Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen in-

deed!  

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee“ 
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MONTH END FINANCIAL REPORT 

As of February 2021 

Previous Checking Balance: $1317.48 

Total Received:  $9303.08 

Total Disbursements: $10,165.65 

New Checking Balance:  $454.83 

My Dear Friends, 

I am sure we have all become more and more aware of the crisis we have gone 
through as the world, our nation and our state have been impacted by the extreme 
conditions of the past year: Covid 19, election issues and the riots in many of our cit-
ies and states, culminating in the storming of our nation's Capitol Building and the un-
precedented weather in unusual places which has left so many in dire straits. We, as 
a Church Community, have been unable to worship together at our building, though 
gathering on ZOOM does help, but of course, that's not the same as being in the 
same room with each other.  The Council is hoping that we can begin worshipping to-
gether very soon.  It is what we are praying for! 

 

I want to make you all aware of another matter that needs your attention and pray-
ers.  Our offerings have fallen off since fall by nearly $2000 per month.  I know that 
money is tight these days and expenses have increased in many ways.  But I also 
wonder if our inability to gather together has made us neglectful of our giving respon-
sibilities.  I plead guilty to becoming careless of my own pledges to Bethesda, so I 
cannot "heap coals and ashes " on others.  I have prayed and asked for better dis-
cernment with my personal finances so that I can better serve His church in this 
place.  I want to ask you all to review your blessings and make your own agreements 
with God to give Him your best in blessings and service. 

 

We are reminded by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians, chapter 8 verse 7: 
"Now as you excel in everything--in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, in all earnest-
ness, and in your love for us--see that you excel in this gracious work also."  In all 
things, God continues to bless. 

 

Sue Rasmussen  
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Council Hi-lights 
• We have a new person to do security checks around the premises. Steve Waldron 

has volunteered to do this as well as any handy work that may need to be done.  

• Judy has been working on the Vanco E-giving (electronic offering) and hopes to 

have it up and running soon.  

• We would like to get a new locked mail box for mail deliveries.  

 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meet-

ing is scheduled for     February 14, 2021 

One spot will be emptied on the council come June 2021. If you are interested in serving on the Council, 

please contact any council member.  We are also available if you have issues, concerns, compliments or com-

plaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

 

 

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    

 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 2 3 

S=Sanctuary 

FH=Fellowship                        

Hall            

O=Office Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

 

      Maundy Thursday  Good Friday   

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
   EASTER

 

Worship   

10:15am    

Gleaning 

4:00pm 

           Rasmussen 

Memorial Ser-

vice.  (Join in 

on Zoom) 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Worship   

10:15am     

Council 

Meeting  
12:30pm (O)

Gleaning 

4:00pm 

            

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Worship   

10:15am 

Gleaning 

4:00pm 

 

NEWSLET-

TER DEAD-

LINE 

  

          

25 26 27 28 29 30   
 Worship     
10:15am  
Gleaning 
4:00pm 
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 

 

ALEXI—(Kate K. Granddaughter) 
ANDERSON, JULIA  
ARNOLD, STEVEN  
BAILEY, BRIAN 
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer 
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod Schwald) 
CARROLL, KAREN  
CHONG, SUMI 
CHRISTIANSON, MIKE (friend of Rod Schwald) 
CHRISTOFFERSON, DEBBIE (Cancer) 
COCHRAN, MARCI (very ill friend of Rod Schwald) 
CRONBACH, LEE (Parkinson’s) 
ELKINS, DAVE (Valerie G. Son-in-law) Bone Cancer 
HALLADAY, JOY  
HARPER, MARTI  
HAUMAN, SUE  
HEDLUND, DANNA 
HENDERSON, LORETTA 
HINSON, FRANCES 
JOHNSON,  BILL  (stroke) 
JUAN, ANTOINETTE  
MARKES, FRANK (friend of Mickey S.) 
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.) 
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin)  
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald) 
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother) 
SCHWALD, MICKEY  
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)  
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.) 
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy H,) 
WILSON, GARY 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR FAMILY MEM-
BERS AND CARE GIVERS.  
 
 

 

04/04—Christina Larmore 

04/07—Joy Halladay 

04/12—Wendel Wettland 

04/19—Jaye Lill 

Happy Birthday 

2021  

directory 

Is ready!  

You may come pick up 

your copy at the office 

Monday-Thursday          

9am—2pm 

THANK YOU 

Judy Rasmussen 
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Puzzle Page 
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ADDRESS UPDATE:  

 PAT JUPITER 

 5412 SUMMERWALK ST. SE 

 LACEY, WA  98503 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

Discretionary Fund – Can You Help? 

The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund exists so that when a financial need comes to light 
that is greater than can be met by our Bethesda Community Services’ resources, Pas-
tor Heidi can help that person while maintaining their anonymity.  A need has come to 
her attention.  About half of the needed funds have already been raised through Mick-
ey Schwald’s impressive efforts. We are still in need of about $4,000.  If you would 
like to make a donation, make it out to Bethesda, with “pastor’s discretionary fund” in 
the note section. Your gift will be noted as a tax-deductible contribution on your year-
end statement.  (If you already made a gift for this purpose through Mickey, let us 
know; we’ll work with her to make sure you get the necessary paperwork for your gift 
to be eligible for the tax deduction.)   
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


