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Bethesda Outlook 
January 2021 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ 
with our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

      

 

 

 

 

What fond memories do you have on feeling included in Bethesda? To remind us of our mis-

sion, our Mission Statement is printed on the Newsletter every month.   The Lill family has fond 

memories of being welcomed every Sunday with a handshake and a welcome smile, and the 

service being followed by coffee hour in the fellowship hall. Jeff Molitor remembers Maxine 

Helms and Betty Henderson heading up the pre-school education and the great times of sing-

ing, learning for generations of kids.  

     In 2020, new challenges faces us, causing us to pivot to creating and keeping community in 

a world where we can’t meet face to face. 

     One major success is welcoming our new Pastor,  Rev. Heidi Fish who lives in Anacortes. 

She is helping us by blending availability for being with her in person, phone and video. We are 

enjoying our Sunday Zoom services.  

     In 2021 we are blessed by our council, which is deliberately seeing ways to stand on the 

shoulders of the saints before us, so we can move ahead and grow.  A huge effort has been 

spear-headed by President Jeff Molitor in investing in a state-of-the-art sound and video center 

to be used in our new year from the sanctuary. We will be able to host live and on-demand ser-

vices for socially distanced gatherings with live music and zoomed to our members around the 

western United States.  

     Currently we have a “call to action” (or challenge) to our congregants.  We are seeking more 

people who are willing to learn new skills in  art, music editing, web upload or even provide fi-

nancial support, in our expanded video ministry. If you feel so moved to accept this challenge, 

please see Jeff Molitor or me for further information.  

     The very happiest of New Years! 

     Jaye Lill—Bethesda  Community Connections—Chair 

Bethesda Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Heidi Fish…...360-393-2977 

    

Office Administrator: Judy Rasmussen 

      425-778-6390 

 

Musician:  Vic Peters…..206-789-1699 
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Grace Notes --- from Pastor Heidi 
You know those gifts that really hit home?  The ones that break your heart 

wide open because they show you that you have been truly known, truly 

seen, truly loved?  Those are the gifts that help you to be more who you 

ARE.  They are the gifts that invite you into your True Self.  The ones that 

make you cry tears of beloved vulnerability.  The overwhelming generosity 

with no strings attached. 

 

That’s what Christmas IS.  Not some pristine package parachuted in from a drone in the sky.  But 

God coming to dwell with us, bodily, physically, eternally.  IN us. FOR us.  JESUS.  Fleshly child, 

freshly made from before time began.  Here. Now. Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow. Forever. 

That’s enough to break open the most hardened heart. 

That’s a Merry Christmas, indeed. 

—Pastor Heidi                                                                             (See more pastor stuff on page 9) 

************************************************************************************************************** 
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Dear Beloveds,  

For this new year, the synod staff 

has adopted a working statement. 

We are excited to share it with you and we hope 

that you may use it and adapt it in your context 

and community:  

“Trusting in the Spirit, we are walking togeth-

er as God’s people so that all may discover 

and participate in what God is doing among 

us through Jesus.”  

“Trusting in the Spirit…  

Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism re-

garding the third article of the Apostles’ Creed,  

“I believe that by my own understanding or 

strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord 

or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has 

called me through the gospel …” As people of 

God, we know that doubts, concerns, worry, 

frustration and so many other things get in the 

way of following Jesus. But even when we do 

not have the strength or even the faith to carry 

on, God still calls us through the Spirit. As we 

hear and live into the good news that God 

comes to us – daily – hourly – every minute of 

every day, we are carried through the Spirit.  

…we are walking together as God’s people …  

As I have said before, the word “synod” comes 

from two Greek words: sun- ‘together’ + hodos 

‘way’. I love the image of walking together – of 

helping someone up when they stumble, of hold-

ing hands when it is difficult to see the way for-

ward, of cheering on those who are in the front 

and encouraging those who are in the back – 

one huge Jesus-following gathering. This, of 

course, does not mean that we always agree. 

And it does not mean that we won’t have hard 

conversations. All of this is part of being in rela-

tionship (if you don’t have conversation any-

more, you don’t have much of a relationship). 

But together, we, as the people of God, walk  

 

 

 

 

 

together, knowing that we are on a journey with 

Christ, knowing that we are Holy Community to-

gether.  

…so that all may discover and participate in 

what God is doing among us through Jesus.”  

Have you ever seen a baby discover their hands 

for the first time? Suddenly they are moving 

them around and laughing, curling their fingers, 

inspecting their palms, sticking them in their 

mouths. The gift of hands was something they 

never even comprehended before and suddenly 

– there they are. Right in front of their eyes.  

Have you ever heard someone who recently 

heard the good news of Jesus express their 

wonder and amazement at who God is and who 

they are in God’s eyes? They suddenly see the 

world, themselves, each other, and God in a to-

tally new way.  

Sometimes those of us who have been around 

for a while, we forget. We forget the wonder, the 

beauty, the sheer joy of experiencing and partici-

pating in what God through Jesus is doing in this 

world of ours. As people of God, we are called to 

open our hearts, open our very beings, to see 

and hear and feel and experience and partici-

pate in what God is doing among us through Je-

sus. We are called to laugh, to inspect, to taste 

what God is doing in this amazing world we have 

been given. And we are called to share the good 

news of what we see God is up to among us and 

the communities that surround us so that all may 

discover and participate.  

Dear Beloveds, all of us on the synod staff are 

thankful for you as we live and dance in the Spir-

it, walk with you, and continue to live into the 

amazing grace of God through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  

In the Amazement of Epiphany,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Message from the Bishop 
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Council Hi-lights 
• After input from the congregation, the council decided NOT to rent a spot to Ama-

zon.  

• With all ballots in, we had 25 votes to approve the 2021 budget, 1 vote to not ap-

prove and 1 abstention. 

• Council has agreed to Enter into a contract with Vanco for On-Line giving. A but-

ton will be added in our website to link you to this feature.  

• Offerings from Christmas Eve will go to Lutherwood.  

• Campus security was discussed.   

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Our next meeting is scheduled for  January 10, 

2021 

 If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

 

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    

 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 

MONTH END FINANCIAL REPORT 

As of November 2020 

Total Received:  $8045.12 

Total Disbursements: $9437.97 

New Checking Balance:  $6576.17 

ON LINE OFFERING AVAILABLE SOON 

Details to follow 

 

Address for Bill Johnson:    c/o  Life Care Center of Kirkland                         

      10101 NE 120th St.   Room 41W         

      Kirkland, WA  98034 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 2 

S=Sanctuary 

FH=Fellowship                        

Hall            

O=Office Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

           

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 Worship     

10:15am             
Gleaning 4:00pm 

           

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Worship     

10:15am       

Council Meeting  

12:30pm (O)  

Gleaning 4:00pm 

 

            

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Worship   

10:15am       
Gleaning 4:00pm 

  

          

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Worship     
10:15am       
Gleaning 4:00pm   

  NEWS-

LETTER 

DEADLINE 

  

 

      

31             

Worship     

10:15am       
Gleaning 4:00pm 
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 

 

ANDERSON, JULIA  
ARNOLD, STEVEN  
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer 
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod Schwald) 
CARROLL, KAREN  
CHONG, SUMI 
CHRISTIANSON, MIKE (friend of Rod Schwald) 
CHRISTOFFERSON, DEBBIE (Cancer) 
CLEMENT,SALEM RICHARD (newborn with heart 
condition) 
CRONBACH, LEE (Parkinson’s) 
DURAN, GREG (friend—Rod Schwald) 
ELKINS, DAVE (Valerie G. Son-in-law) Bone Cancer 
HALLADAY, JOY  
HARPER, MARTI  
HAUMAN, SUE  
HEDLUND, DANNA 
HENDERSON, LORETTA 
HINSON, FRANCES 
JOHNSON,  BILL  (stroke) 
JUAN, ANTOINETTE  
LAMBERT, RON (friend of Mickey S.) Cancer 
LEAVENS, JEAN  
LILL, JAYE 
LONG, JAY (friend of Al Rasmussen) 
MARKES, FRANK (friend of Mickey S.) 
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.) 
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin)  
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald) 
RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer)  
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother) 
SCHWALD, MICKEY  
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)  
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.) 
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy H,) 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERS AND CARE GIVERS.  

1/8—Sue Rasmussen 

1/30—Joan Minnis 

 

Happy Birthday 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

Effective 01/04/21 

 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 am - 2:00pm 

 

 CLOSED on Fridays 
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PUZZLE PAGE       
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Well, we have all felt the effects of the financial jeopardy that Covid-19 has left us 
in.  Bethesda has been VERY diligent in keeping the church functioning through 
your offerings.  Bless all who were able to keep us solvent through 2020.  I want to 
update you with the condition of Bethesda Community Services.  We have not re-
ceived the usual number of requests in the past year, though I expected many more 
calls.  I am sure the government stimulus checks last spring gave many in need a 
boost.  However, since fall, we have been asked to help about 5 people with PUD 
bills and other utility costs, gas cards and one donation toward rent.  One of our 
members donated $50 worth of coupons from McDonald's, which have helped a 
number of folks. One person has begun making regular cash donations monthly.  

 

The current balance in the BCS account is $771.49.  After the first of the year, we 
will again be applying for another grant from the Hazel Miller Foundation, which 
may be available in April.  The committee also talked of some fund-raising events 
that we may be able to revive later in the year, such as One Green Planet metal 
collections, and the plant and garden sale. 

 

We are also eager to receive more volunteers if anyone can give us their time: right 
now, the committee consists of Joy Halladay, Judy Rasmussen, Kate Kurfess and 
myself (Sue) with the advice of Pastor Heidi.  Please give prayerful thought to add-
ing your name to that list.  Any of these folks can be contacted by phone or e-mail if 
you want further information. 

 

God blesses in all times, 

Sue Rasmussen 

Bethesda Community Services update 

Hey Friends— 

Please stop by the office 

to sign the giant hug for 

Lee Cronbach and Rodel .  

Lee is learning to live with 

Parkinson's.  

 

Wear your masks! 
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank you! 

From Pastor Heidi 

To Jeff Molitor, for his dedication to the future of Bethesda and to the Gospel we proclaim in 

Christ Jesus’ name.  His countless hours, amazing resources, fabulous friends and con-

tacts, and clear vision have upgraded the technological capacity of our sanctuary, bringing 

undreamed of video, cathedral-like sound, and streaming ability to our worship life.  God 

worked through Jeff to make our Christmas Eve service a success, as we Zoomed from our 

own worship space for the first time.  All this and a flugelhorn, too!!  His music brought me 

to the best tears that night. 

To Doug Jones, Jeff’s right hand and guide in this amazing project.  Not only has he worked 

right alongside Jeff, but he’s given of his own time so generously!  He was right there all the 

way through Christmas Eve.  We cannot thank you enough, Doug. 

To Paul and Christina Larmore, for their willingness to share time, talents, and energy with us 

at Control Central, the tables in the back of the sanctuary that now host an array of sound 

boards, monitors, and lots of other tech stuff that Jeff keeps trying to explain to me! 

To Vic Peters, who demonstrated the remarkable feat of playing organ and trumpet simultane-

ously, proving that Judy wasn’t exaggerating his talent in the least!! 

To Judy Rasmussen, for faithfully putting together the order of service, editing without com-

plaint, printing bulletins for the worship leaders, and then blowing the socks off your new 

pastor with her gracious flute and her warm and wonderful voice. 

To Sue Rasmussen, for her calm demeanor in the midst of the swarm of last-minute activity 

just prior to 5:00 p.m. on December 24
th
!  Her lovely voice brought harmonies and joy to our 

worship. 

To Dave Dettman, for his uncomplaining Sherpa service, loading, unloading, fetching (and isn’t 

he fetching??), lighting candles, reading scripture, getting the Dungeness crab for Christ-

mas dinner – he really is the complete package, the faithful partner to your pastor in every 

way. 

To Joy Halladay, for not being satisfied with simply having an inspiration, but for using her cre-

ative hands to share that inspiration in beauty and service.  The wonderful Christmas star 

that has lit hearts driving past the church these past weeks represents the miracle that is joy 

to the world. 

To Larry Fisher and Bill Johnson for figuring out how to display that fabulous cross so that all 

could see it so well. 

To Nathan Spencer for all of his help moving things around in the sanctuary during construc-

tion, for helping set up the chancel, and for making the place thump from the new drum set!  

His spirit, kindness, and willingness to tackle new tasks are such a blessing. 

To the anonymous angel who raked up the pinecones and tidied the beds around the office en-

trances – they look great! 

To so many others whose support, encouragement, and partnership are what makes life at Be-

thesda so good; even as we are separated for safety, we are knit together in love. Watch 

this space for more thanks to come! 
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OH!    Just one more thing……. 

 

WAM! :    Worship And Music team is at it again!  We’re looking ahead, not just to our January wor-

ship services, but imagining how Lent might take shape this year.  We will undoubtedly still be dis-

persed for safety’s sake, but we’re preparing for the time when we joyfully reunite in person. 

You may have encountered some different hymns during Advent.  We are striving both to be faithful 

to our inherited and well-loved traditions, and to be willing to “sing a new song unto the Lord!”  Our 

enhanced technology in the sanctuary may lead us into new rhythms, movements, and service as 

the Spirit leads the Body of Christ in new dances. 

 

Stewardship Corner:    We truly are blessed to be a blessing.  It doesn’t matter how much we each 

own or earn.  It doesn’t matter that some give more time and others give more money.  It doesn’t 

matter whether some give weekly, some give monthly, some give quarterly, or some give once a 

year.  It doesn’t matter whether your gift comes in an unmarked envelope of cash, a check, an elec-

tronic transfer of funds, or a “Donate Here” button on a website.  What matters is that we each heed 

the nudging of the Spirit.   Giving from the top, our “first fruits”, teaches us that we can trust God to 

take care of us in every way.  God always has.  God always will.  And we get to enter into that provi-

dential work to bless others, recognizing that my abundance can supply your need, and your abun-

dance can supply mine, world-wide.  “Stewardship is everything I do after I say, ‘I believe.’” 

 

Budget Update:   We did it!  We approved a budget of $151,966.00 for 2021.  Thanks to Sue Ras-

mussen, our faithful Treasurer, for answering our questions so thoroughly that we felt good about 

voting up or down without needing to amend anything!   One of the ways to live into our commitment 

is to bring in an average of $6627.00 each week.  Now let’s have fun in meeting (or exceeding??) 

our budgeted offerings!   

 

Audit Committee Time:   It’s that time again!  The Church Council will be putting together an audit 

committee to review our processes and procedures, to ensure that we’re handling our resources in 

accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.  Please prayerfully consider whether God might 

empower you with the skill, time, and energy to help with this important task.   A Council member 

may be reaching out to invite your participation.  What will you say? 

 

Baptismal Napkins:   Thank to Eileen Oakes, our friend in Arizona, for volunteering to prepare 

some baptismal napkins for us!  Eileen is talented with her fancy-dancy embroidery machine.  We 

look forward to a new supply for all infants, children, teens, and adults whose hearts God is prepar-

ing to receive this sacrament of grace.  

If you would like to join in this endeavor, it doesn’t take a fancy-dancy machine – can you embroider 
a simple cross by hand?  Not yet?  Hey – YouTube has videos to learn just about anything!! 
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Christmas eve    

2020 

Behind the scenes... 
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


