Bethesda Outlook
October 2020
Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community.

“Do you know Jeff Molitor?”
This isn’t really a question people ask around here because,
Yes! We ALL know Jeff! Tall dude, really nice! Plays a mean trumpet right? But are you aware of what he does for the church?
Aside from working full time, he volunteers a lot of his spare time to
Bethesda. He can be seen helping with the Sunday Night Gleaning, doing odd repair jobs, putting together a new sound system,
acting as President of the Church Council and I THINK he helps Pat
Jupiter once in a while with putting out the trash on Tuesday Evenings. Lately, Jeff has been spending time cleaning up the garden
area just west of the church, the areat that burned. He’s managed
to clear the trees, and wants to put up a privacy fence for the neighbors. He also has great plans of transplanting some of the bushes
to that area. On top of all that, he was acting as an executor of a
friends estate who passed away. And he’s my “go-to” person when I
need help or answers. He has many irons in the fire!
But here’s the thing…. He’s doing this alone! He has lined up a
some people to help with the sound system, and there are a number of fellows helping with gleaning, but all that other stuff is him
alone. Soon he will be taking on Building 3 and getting that back in
shape. He sure could use a couple of volunteers to help with the
many needed repairs and clean up around Bethesda.
Jeff likes to practice kindness and he is VERY patient when it
comes to interruptions during his personal life. I am sure he would
say he’s not worthy of this praise but he really is! I, therefore, have
pledged to myself that I will do whatever I can to help Jeff. I would
like to challenge you to do the same. We would like to get the
church ready for reopening and we could use any and all hands.
Please consider the challenge and hope to see you ready
and eager to work. Dates for this will follow.

Bethesda Staff
Pastor:

Office Administrator:
Judy Rasmussen
425-778-6390

Musician:
Vic Peters
206-789-1699

October
Guest Pastor(s):
4, 11
Rev. Heidi Fish
18, 25
Rev. Wayne Bacus

With much Thanks,, Judy Rasmussen
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Message from the Bishop
Dear Beloveds of Christ,
There are stories in this world
that we will never know. Stories
that beg to be told and yet they
will never be heard because
they have been forgotten, covered up, never told or intentionally destroyed.
A few weeks ago, I was floating down the
Wenatchee River on an inner tube. It was a beautiful
day – perfect weather – no sign of humanity anywhere. Rounding a bend, I suddenly saw a strange
site: An old skinny white man wearing only a loin
cloth flying a rainbow-colored kite. This man camping/living in an old RV on the banks of the
Wenatchee, basically naked, long full beard and hair,
arms outstretched towards the heavens and flying a
beautiful multi-colored kite. What story does he have
to share?
A few Sundays ago, the New York Times ran a
photo essay about hunger in America. The author
writes, “In the pandemic economy, nearly one in
eight households doesn’t have enough to eat. The
lockdown, with its epic lines at food banks, has revealed what was hidden in plain sight: that the struggle to make food last long enough, and to get food
that’s healthful — what experts call ‘food insecurity’
— is a persistent one for millions of Americans …
Like many hardships, this burden falls disproportionately on Black and Hispanic families, who are almost
twice as likely to experience food insecurity as white
families.” (www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/
magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html) Through
the photo gallery in this New York Times photo essay, we catch glimpses of the lives of Kandice, Brayden, Doris, Armani and many others. What other stories are held in this story?
As I write this article, large swaths of California,
Oregon and Washington are on fire. Houses burned
to the ground. People missing. People killed. Treasured items gone. Lives disrupted and forever
changed. What stories are lost in the raging fires?

Today I am more and more aware of the stories
that have disappeared, been forgotten, or pushed
underground. And I am ever mindful that as people
who follow Jesus, we have the responsibility, the obligation – maybe it is a calling – to listen to the stories
in the gaps of other stories. And to understand that
the biggest voice might not be the place where the
story is happening.
In Matthew 18, Jesus says, ‘Take care that you
do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you,
in heaven their angels continually see the face of my
Father in heaven.’ A few verses later Jesus says, “It
is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of
these little ones should be lost.”
You see, we are the people of the book – we are
the people who claim the Holy Story. We are the
people who believe that the story of God and humanity did not end with the cross but continues in, with
and under all of us today. The Holy Spirit is alive and
active among us. And the Holy Spirit is calling us
through the stories we remember, the stories we
share, the stories we hear, and the stories we notice.
Let us listen to one another’s story. Let us be
mindful of the stories that exist on the margins. Let
those of us who have had big voices quiet ourselves
to hear other stories. And let us be mindful that listening to stories is not the end. For those of us who
are white, let us take to heart these words from Austin Channing Brown, “In too many churches and organizations, listening to the hurt and pain of people
of color is the end of the road, rather than the beginning.” (From I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World
Made for Whiteness)
I would love to hear your story. How are you doing? Where is God working in your life and in the life
of the Church? Where do you see God? What stories
need to be told? What pain needs to be shared?
What stories do you want to hear?
May the One - whose story we live in - provide
care, comfort, love, and justice for you and for this
world.

Let us live, move, and be in God’s Holy Story.
When you read this article, there is a very good
chance that over 200,000 people in the United States
will have died from COVID-19. Over 6 million will
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
have been infected. Common sense measures to
mitigate the spread of COVID have been politicized. From the October 2020 edition of The Spirit
Suicide, depression, hunger, loneliness, domestic
violence, joblessness, and other hardships have increased in these last six months. What story is no
longer possible?
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Council Hi-lights
•

In the Savings Account, Pennies from Heaven will be moved to the Sunday School
account line, and A new account for “Pastors Discretionay Funds” will be added.

•

Building 3 is slowly getting emptied and repairs to the building will begin soon.

•

Jeff is working with Doug Jones for updated sound system in the sanctuary. He
says Paul Larmore will help with this project. Once that is put in, Jeff would like
to have the church open up again for in-person services.

•

Council
President:
Jeff Molitor
Vice President:
Jaye Lill
Secretary:
Judy Rasmussen
Treasurer:
Sue Rasmussen

The call process continues. Things appear to be positive.

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the
2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building. Our next meeting is scheduled for August 9, 2020.

Pat Jupiter
Paul Larmore

If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member. We are also available if
you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints. We are committed to work for you.
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Save the Date...
October 3 - Meet and Greet new pastor. 14pm. Call the church for an appointment
time
October 4—Meet and Greet new pastor via
Zoom—after church service.
October 18—Congregational meeting following service. Place (in person at church
or Zoom) to be determined. We’ll keep you
posted.
4th Saturday EVERY MONTH: Men’s
Breakfast 8:30am

Thank you from Pastor Wayne Bacus:
September 23, 2020
To the Church Community at Bethesda Lutheran;
Thank you for the Amazon Gift Card and your Kind words for my
healing after surgery. I always look forward to sharing the good news of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus, with the faithful at Bethesda.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

S=Sanctuary
FH=Fellowship
Hall
O=Office Bldg
B3=Building 3

4

5

6

12

13

REFORMATION
SUNDAY
Worship
10:15am Saebit
Church 1:00pm
(S) Gleaning
4:00pm

8

9

14

19

20

21
Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

26

27

28
Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

10
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

15

16

Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)
Foodie Book
Group 7:00pm
(FH)

Worship
10:15am
Congregational
Meeting
Gleaning
4:00pm

25

7
Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

Worship
10:15am
Council Meeting
12:30pm (O)
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

18

3
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

Worship
10:15am
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

11

Saturday

17
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

22

23

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

29

24
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)
Men’s Breakfast 8:00 –
10:00am (FH)

30

31
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER:

Happy Birthday
9—Judy Rasmussen
28—Alexander Viser

ANDERSON, DIANE (Rasmussen cousin) Cancer
ANDERSON, JULIA
ARNOLD, STEVEN
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod Schwald)
CHATFIELD, JULIA
CHONG, SUMI
ELKINS, DAVE (Valerie G. Son-in-law) Bone Cancer
FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY
HALLADAY, JOY
HALVERSON, ROY (Joy H. Brother) Lung Cancer
HARPER, MARTI
HAUMAN, SUE
HENDERSON, BETTY & LORETTA
JUAN, ANTOINETTE
KELLY, KATHY
KETTELSON, BETTY Family (J. Minnis sister)
LONG, JAY (friend of Al Rasmussen)
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.)
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin) E-coli
PETERSON, CHAR
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald)
RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer)
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother)
SCHWALD, MICKEY
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.)
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy H,)
WOODINGS COLLINS, KARMEN (friend of Mickey S.)
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR FAMILY
MEMBERS AND CARE GIVERS.
Please to pray for our call committee and synod office as they work together for a new pastor for Bethesda.
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PUZZLE PAGE
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Bethesda Lutheran Church
23406 56th Ave. W.
Mountlake Terrace WA 98043

23406 – 56th Avenue West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
PH: 425-778-6390

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com
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