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Bethesda Outlook 
July 2020 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with 
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff 
 

Pastor:   

 

 

Office Administrator: 

Judy Rasmussen 

425-778-6390 
 

 

Musician: 

Vic Peters 

206-789-1699 

 

A note from Valerie Grove: 

  

 Dear Judy, Sue and all of Bethesda who are keep-

ing the light shining in the window! 

 Thank you for that packet of church related stuff… I 

especially like the booklet about the  Lutheran hymns. It 

warms my heart to receive it.  Thanks also to Sue who 

sent me such a lovely note with offer of any kind of 

help...you people are true Christians…. THANKS! 

 It’s a sunny warm day today, makes us not feel so 

bad about being  in “lock-down”. My daughter Vicki, who 

has been a visitor at Bethesda, calls me daily. I sent her 

the stuff I got from you last time and she was delighted. 

     Love Valerie 

A word from Sam Harpst: 

Thank you so much for forwarding all the Sunday Bulletins.  I don’t have a 

computer but I services on channel 11.  

I was just thinking (which is bad) that Bethesda has not made a CD in 16 

years. I know we no longer have a choir but we have such wonderful musi-

cians.   It was just a thought—since I’m stuck in my home there’s nothing else 

to think about.  

I was finally able to go for a drive after being cooped up at home.  I’ve been 

able to dig in the dirt and do lots of reading.  

      Love and blessings to you all!    Sam 
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Dear Beloveds of the Northwest 
Washington Synod,  
Growing up close to an Indian reser-
vation, I saw families living without 
electricity or plumbing. In the last 
year I have seen children crying, 
alone, without parents, because they 

were forcibly separated at the border. In March and April 
and May I saw families lined up to receive food at pan-
tries because they had no other choice due to lack of 
work during the COVID crisis. In the last few weeks I have 
watched the video of George Floyd being murdered too 
many times. This last weekend I watched people carefully 
keep their masks on their faces while they lifted their fists 
to the sky marching for justice. And I have seen violence 
where there should have been unity. I am sad and tired 
and heavy hearted. I am reminded of Jesus’ words in the 
gospel of Matthew, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these, you did it to me.”  
Dear Beloveds, in the Northwest Washington Synod we 
tell ourselves that we are open to all people, love all peo-
ple, care for all people, and are church for everyone. But 
Beloveds, as a community, we have failed. We have been 
complicit in our silence. We have been cowardly instead 
of courageous. We have lived in our privilege without ac-
knowledging the systemic racism that we swim in every 
day of our life. Today we are called to confess that we 
have fallen far short of God’s call to love and care for 
those whose lives are sacred in this world, whose brown 
and black bodies were made in the image of God, whose 
very lives are in danger because those of us with privilege 
and power ignore or decide that “they” are too much 
trouble for “us.”  
This is our confession.  
But let us not move too quickly to absolution. While I am 
all for forgiveness, sometimes I think forgiveness be-
comes a way to pretend that the injury never happened. 
So, let us sit in this time for a while – even if it makes us 
uncomfortable. Even as we lament. You see, we cannot 
jump from an easy “I’m sorry” to a half-hearted “we’re 
now all back together again.” If we do this, we are offer-
ing forgiveness without discipleship, grace without the 
cross.  
The COVID-19 pandemic has ripped open the wounds 
that we have had in this country since before its incep-
tion. Black and brown bodies – slaves and immigrants and 
native peoples – have all been abused by those in power. 
And, we must confess, for most of this history, those in 
power have been white.  
There is no place in this world for anyone to brutally mur-
der another without care and without consequence.  

 
 

 
 
 
There is no place in this world where bystanders cannot 
intervene because they are afraid they might receive the 
same treatment as the one being hurt or murdered be-
fore them. Many of us as children learned the story of the 
Good Samaritan. How many times are we going to walk 
on the other side of the road?  
My Beloveds in Christ, we are called to work towards 
God’s true peace and justice in our ministry sites, our 
church, and our society by first, confessing our own sin, 
and then mindfully acting against racism and violence of 
all kinds. I encourage you to confess and to act. Here are 
some ideas as we walk forward, towards reconciliation:  
• Take the Intercultural Development Inventory to under-
stand and build cultural competence. https://
idiinventory.com/  

• Participate in anti-racism training.  

• Assist the members of your congregation or ministry 
site in accessing resources about racism, white privilege, 
and ensuring God's vision of justice for all.  

• Encourage people to vote, and vote yourself, keeping in 
mind Jesus’ commandment of loving God and loving peo-
ple.  

• Accompany and empower those who are already 
thought leaders in your community.  

• Financially support organizations that are working in 
the field of anti-racism.  

• Financially support businesses owned by people of col-
or.  

• Wear a mask to protect people of all races, especially 
protecting those most vulnerable.  

• Work towards economic justice for all.  
Discover other ways that lead to God’s kingdom of real 
peace and justice.  
As we continue to be patient in entering church buildings, 
let us be church in the world. May we live into the words 
of 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action.” And may we pray for 
true reconciliation and God’s wholeness and peace.  
 
In the Hope and Love of Christ,  
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Message from the Bishop 
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Council Hi-lights 
• Usage of Telephone, Water and Sewer has increased.  The Rental account is in 

good shape. So far we are doing very well.  Thanks to all who have continued to 

send or bring in your offerings. 

• Jeff composed a letter to the congregation regarding re-opening to in-person ser-

vices. Changes were made by the council and it has been sent to the congregation. 

• Judy continues to schedule fill-in pastors. How long this will be done is deter-

mined by the call committee.  

 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meeting is scheduled for      

July 12.  

 If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    

 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Pat Jupiter 

Paul Larmore 

The following community events have been        

cancelled or postponed:  

July 3 Fireworks Show—Cancelled 

Tour de Terrace - “postponed until 2021” (No Hotdogs)  

National Night Out - “postponed until 2021” 

Evergreen Awards—Cancelled 

Arts of the Terrace—Cancelled 
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NOTES FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE 

Greetings to all from Kate, Tim, Sue, Mimi and Joy! 

We, on the Call committee, have been meeting about every two weeks in conference calls to con-

tinue with our discussions with regard to calling our new pastor. Actually, we were able to meet 

around the tables in the center of the fellowship hall on June 18, and we have planned to have a 

meeting with our last candidate on June 27.  Our focus has been to encourage each other while 

continuing to search for the best fit for a possible pastor and the congregation.  We have all felt the 

depression of the past few months without personal contact with our families and friends.  Our 

phone meetings often begin with our professing our gratitude and then asking God for our needs. 

We continue to pinpoint Bethesda’s vision and how we can engage the community around us. Are 

there things we would agreeable to change?  Are we flexible enough to bend with the winds of 

change? Please be assured that we will listen, at all times, to input from all of you.  No final deci-

sions have been made except to release some candidates who were wonderful folks, but not quite 

who we feel would meet our needs. 

Please continue to hold us in your prayers, asking that the Spirit will bless us as we have been 

blessed countless times in the past.  Be safe, be well and remember… 

IN ALL THINGS, GOD CONTINUES TO BLESS, 

Sue 

Treasurer’s Update 
My Dear Friends, 

I want to take a moment to thank all who have continued to be so diligent with your offerings during 

these months when we have not been able to get together for worship.  It is so heartwarming to re-

ceive notes from you along with your gifts, and I treasure them as well. 

Right now, the bills are all paid on time, we have been able to be generous with our benevolences to 

the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod, Compass Housing Alliance, Concern for Neighbors Food 

Bank in Mountlake Terrace and Lutheran Community Services.  I have not needed to rely on funds 

transferred from the rental account.  It is your selflessness and generosity that keep us able to fulfill 

our obligations with money to spare. 

We have also received a donation for Bethesda Community Services, and we have been able to of-

fer assistance to four of our neighbors in need. 

Take care and be well and open to all blessings, 

Sue Rasmussen, Treasurer 

Philippians 4:8 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 

S=Sanctuary 

FH=Fellowship                        

Hall            

O=Office Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

          

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 Worship     
10:15am    
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S)  
Gleaning 
4:00pm 

 

    Al-Anon Mtg. 
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S) 

  

    Saebit Church  
7:00am (S) 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Worship     
10:15am    
Council Meeting 
12:30pm (O)  
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S)  
Gleaning 
4:00pm 

 

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S)  
Foodie Book 
Group 7:00pm 
(FH) 

  

    Saebit Church  
7:00am (S) 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Worship   
10:15am    
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 
Gleaning 
4:00pm 

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)   
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S)    

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

  

  Saebit Church  
7:00am (S)  
Men’s Break-
fast  8:00 – 
10:00am (FH)   

26 27 28 29 30 31   
Worship     
10:15am    
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S)  
Gleaning 
4:00pm   

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S)   
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 

 

ANDERSON, DIANE (Rasmussen cousin) Cancer  
ANDERSON, JULIA  
ARNOLD, STEVEN  
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer 
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod Schwald) 
CHATFIELD, JULIA  
CHONG, SUMI 
FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY  
HALLADAY, JOY  
HALVERSON, ROY (Joy H. Brother) Lung Cancer  
HARPER, MARTI  
HAUMAN, SUE  
HELMS, MAXINE  
HENDERSON, BETTY  
JOEL  
JUAN, ANTOINETTE  
KELLY, KATHY  
LONG, JAY (friend of Al Rasmussen) 
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.) 
McCOLLOM, ROBIN 
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin) E-coli  
PETERSON, CHAR  
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald) 
RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer)  
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother) 
SCHWALD, MICKEY  
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)  
SULLIVAN, SARAH (? Stroke) 
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.) 
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy H,) 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR FAMILY MEM-
BERS AND CARE GIVERS.  
 
Please to pray for our call committee and synod office 
as they work together for a new pastor for Bethesda.  
 

 

7—Mimi Seale 

17—Roy Johnson 

25—Vic Peters 

Save the Date... 

4th Saturday EVERY MONTH: Men’s Break-

fast 8:30am 
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KIDS PAGE       
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


