Bethesda Outlook
August 2020
Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community.

Sunday ZOOM Services
going strong!
We have been conducting Sunday Services via ZOOM
Since April 5th. At that first service we had about six people sign in, and Sue Rasmussen ran the service while Vic
provided music. It was strictly trial and error for a few
weeks. But we are managing to have a nearly error free
service (if only I would remember to unmute the pastor BEFORE he/she is supposed to speak! ).
Since those days, our attendance for services has grown to
about 24 people. Some are friends or family of the presiding pastors, I was so happy to see that Sam Harpst, Cliff
Pearson and Dorothy Wilson were able to join us! Oh how
I wish we could get others like Mimi Seale, Margaret
Berghuis, Bill Johnson, Sue Hauman and many more, to
join in as well.
The council is working hard on trying to re-open the church
for services. Many things need to be done prior and of
course—we are going by the phase guidelines from the
government.

Bethesda Staff
Pastor:

Office Administrator:
Judy Rasmussen
425-778-6390

Musician:
Vic Peters
206-789-1699

August
Guest Pastor :
Rev. Heidi Fish

If you are able to get use of a computer and would like to
join our Sunday service, please call me in the office and I’ll
be happy to give you instructions on what to do.
Stay Safe…

Judy Rasmussen
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Message from the Bishop
Dear Beloveds of the Northwest
Washington Synod,
I recently read the book The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson
about Winston Churchill during the
blitz. I was surprised to learn that Churchill was appointed prime minister on the day that German forces
stormed into Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg. He did
not even have time to move into the prime minister’s
office. Instead, he began directing the war effort from
his previous office. (And I thought that my first year
had tumultuous events!)
On August 1, 2020, I will have completed my first year
as your bishop. I have been excited, thrilled, sad, frustrated, energized, and challenged – perhaps you have
been, too. I have been so grateful for everyone in this
synod – the staff (Andy, Dianne, Susan, Traci, and David), the rostered ministers, and the members of our
congregations/ministry sites. I have enjoyed working in
the wider ELCA and with other faith leaders throughout
the U.S. and the world. This call is truly a gift.

son and each congregation in this synod. I am slowly
realizing that it will be a long time before we shake
hands, hug, sit closely, and sing together again.
I also did not expect that in these last months we
would have marches in the streets, voices being raised,
and laws being changed as people said, “Enough!
Enough to systemic racism and brutality against people
of color. Enough!” I did not anticipate that there is new
possibility in this world towards true peace and justice
if we all do the hard work God is calling us to do.
This is an exciting – and challenging – time to be
church. But what opportunities we have! God is calling
us to new ways of living, new ways of doing, and new
ways of being. Truly, God is calling us to new life in
Christ! As we hear in Romans 6:4 “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life.”

So, what will come in my second year as your bishop?
If it is anything like this first year, a lot will happen! I
At the beginning of my call as Bishop, through prayer
anticipate that there will be highs and lows, joys and
and conversation, I discerned what I believed God was
sorrows, confession and forgiveness, surprises and
calling us to emphasize as a synod during this first year:
wonders. Through it all, though, I trust that God will be
• Leadership
with us - in, with, and under – as we move forward together.
• Community

Every day I give thanks for you. I am so grateful to be
with you on this journey. I thank you for your trust in
• Faithful Innovation
me as your bishop and I thank God every day for the
Spirit who calls us, gathers us, and sends us out into
In collaboration with other individuals and groups with- the world. May you rest, breathe, and act in God’s
in the synod, we began working on these emphases.
love, justice, and true peace.
And some good work is happening.
In the Hope and Love of Christ,
That said, I did not predict COVID-19. I did not predict
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
churches stopping in-person worship nor did I understand how long this pandemic time would last. I did not
anticipate how this pandemic would impact each per
• Youth and Young Adults
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Council Hi-lights
•

There has been no feedback from the letter sent from Council President, Jeff, regarding safe re-opening. We are assuming that everyone is in agreement with the
letter. When we have an actual date of reopening, the church will be deep cleaned .

•

Sue talked about the available money that can be used to upgrade our sound system and Wi-Fi in the sanctuary enabling us to continue zoom worship services
from the sanctuary as well as project anything onto a screen. Jeff feels we can start
working on this in the next couple of weeks.

•

Judy continues to schedule pastors for pulpit supply while we seek a new pastor.
Coverage has now been scheduled through September. Worship and Music committee continues to put services together.

Council
President:
Jeff Molitor
Vice President:
Jaye Lill
Secretary:
Judy Rasmussen
Treasurer:
Sue Rasmussen
Pat Jupiter
Paul Larmore

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 2nd Sunday of each
month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building. Our next meeting is scheduled for August 9, 2020.
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It’s a quiet time at Bethesda. So here’s some funny stuff for you.

This is SO Judy Rasmussen
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

S=Sanctuary
FH=Fellowship
Hall
O=Office Bldg
B3=Building 3

2

Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

3

4

Worship
10:15am
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

9

10

11

17

12

18

19

24

25

26

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

8
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

13

14

15
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)

20

21

Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

Worship
10:15am
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

30

7

Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)
Foodie Book
Group 7:00pm
(FH)

Worship
10:15am
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

23

6

Al-Anon Mtg.
7:00pm (O)
Saebit Church
7:00pm (S)

Worship
10:15am
Council Meeting
12:30pm (O)
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm

16

5

22
Saebit Church
7:00am (S)
Men’s Breakfast 8:00 –
10:00am (FH)

27

28

29
Saebit
Church
7:00am (S)

31

Worship
10:15am
Saebit Church
1:00pm (S)
Gleaning
4:00pm
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER:

10—Lisa Dyer
20—Alix DeGraff
23—Mickey Schwald
29—Dorothy Wilson

Save the Date...
4th Saturday EVERY MONTH: Men’s
Breakfast 8:30am

ANDERSON, DIANE (Rasmussen cousin) Cancer
ANDERSON, JULIA
ARNOLD, STEVEN
BALL, TAMMY (friend of M. Schwald) Cancer
BRUNO, BERNADETTE (neighbor of Rod
Schwald)
CHATFIELD, JULIA
CHONG, SUMI
FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY
HALLADAY, JOY
HALVERSON, ROY (Joy H. Brother) Lung Cancer
HARPER, MARTI
HAUMAN, SUE
HENDERSON, BETTY & LORETTA
JUAN, ANTOINETTE
KELLY, KATHY
KETTERSON, BETTY (J. Minnis sister) Chemo
LONG, JAY (friend of Al Rasmussen)
NICHOLS, ANDY (Wounded Warrior – Mickey S.)
MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin) E-coli
PETERSON, CHAR
PFIFER, JANET & BILL (neighbor – Rod Schwald)
RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer)
RICE, PATTY (Nathan S. mother)
SCHWALD, MICKEY
SNYDER, KIM (Joan M. daughter)
VALEZ, CARRIE (friend of Mickey S.)
WILLS, PAT (blood clots in lungs) (friend of Joy
H,)
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR FAMILY
MEMBERS AND CARE GIVERS.
Please to pray for our call committee and synod
office as they work together for a new pastor for
Bethesda.
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PUZZLE PAGE
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Bethesda Lutheran Church
23406 56th Ave. W.
Mountlake Terrace WA 98043

23406 – 56th Avenue West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
PH: 425-778-6390

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com
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