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Bethesda Outlook 
February 2020 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with 
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff 
 

Pastor:   

 

Office Administrator: 

Judy Rasmussen 

425-778-6390 
 

Musician: 

Vic Peters 

206-789-1699 

 

We received a couple of thank you notes from organizations we 

support and I would like to share those with you here.   Thanks 

to your generous offerings on Sundays we were able to help 

these people through benevolences and special offerings.  

 

Dear friends at Bethesda Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for you generous support of Compass Housing       

Alliance in 2019. You have made a difference in the lives of the 

10,000 neighbors who use Compass housing and emergency 

services every year.  

With Gratitude, 

Mary Steele—Interim Executive Director 

******************************************************************* 

From Concern for Neighbors Food Bank:  

Happy Holidays and Thank You for your 2019 financial support. 

Food insecurity continues to be an issue among many of our 

neighbors. Every day, people are forced to make tough financial 

choices between food, rent, transportation and health care.  

In 2019 your generous donations went directly to help feed 110 

households and 350 individuals every week, right in your com-

munity! 

Peace, Kathy  

******************************************************************** 

Please prayerfully consider increasing your offerings so that we 

may continue to help others in their time of need and that we as 

a church, are able to keep our doors open for ALL who seek 

guidance and comfort in our community.  
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Dear Bethesda Community, 

 

Let me start by thanking everyone for such a wonderful send-off that you provid-
ed on December 29 as I ended my year with Bethesda.  It is always hard to say 
goodbye but your celebration of our time together touched my heart (and my 
stomach) in wonderful ways.  I was so glad Pastor Joan was along to experience 
your graciousness.  Your Christmas present to us was also over-the-top and we 
really appreciate your support. Having Bill’s lefse at the farewell was another 
special touch, as were the amazing sandwiches, veggies and sweet treats. 

 

Life amidst boxes and piles of things now unboxed goes pretty well.  We are 
gradually claiming one room after another as we consolidate our lives after five 
years in Chicago and five years in Lynnwood.  I just finished building an audio 
rack for our sound and vinyl records, something I have wanted to do for a couple 
decades.  We also are creating a library upstairs for study and reflection.  It is in-
to this library room that we will gradually ensconce the 75 boxes of books I 
hauled in from the damp garage last week. 

 

I am so appreciative of the time we had together, of the Spirit so present in so 
many ways in the Bethesda community, and the openness to my ministry that 
you showed.  May God’s riches blessings shower you with hope as you look and 
grow into God’s future. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor John Beck 

 

Best contact: (503) 998-2331 

 

John and Joan Beck 

5635 NE Broadway 

Portland, OR 97213 

Pastors Message 
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Grace Grants  

I am excited to announce that the application process for Northwest Washington Synod Grace 

Grants is open. Thanks to the vision and desire for continued ministry, Grace Lutheran, Bellevue 

gave the synod council a percentage of their proceeds when they closed their ministry. The synod 

council, in turn, wants to invest this money in congregations and ministry sites who are doing 

faithful innovation. In that spirit, Grace Grants were born.  

For each of the next three years, $100,000 will be made available for congregations and ministry sites to apply for 

Grace Grants. If other congregations, institutions or individuals would like to contribute to this fund, the synod council 

will continue Grace grants beyond these initial three years.  

Congregations and ministry sites are welcome to apply for grants ranging from $2,000 to $20,000. The council wel-

comes all applications. In particular, the Grace Grant Committee and synod council are looking for congregations who 

are faithfully looking into the future, trusting God, and seeing new possibilities in sharing the story of Jesus.  

 

As you consider these grants, these questions might help you discern what God is up to in your area of the synod:  

• What is happening in your church’s neighborhood? Where do you see possibilities for partnership or collaboration?  

• What is our unique ELCA identity and witness?  

• Are there avenues to talk with and listen to those outside the walls of the church?  

• How can we equip disciples and our own community of faith?  

• How can we foster a spirit of connection across the synod?  

• What are the resources needed to develop new leaders?  

• How can we partner with young adults, listening and collaborating?  

• Where are the places we can be more eco-friendly in our church buildings?  

• Who are those marginalized?  

• Who are those discriminated against?  

 

Of course, there are other areas to consider for ministry through these Grace Grants. These are just a few ideas that 

might help.  

As you prepare, here are some important dates:  

• February 1 - Grant Application Period open, find form on synod website.  

• May 1 - Applications due. No late applications will be accepted.  

• May - Grant committee review will take place.  

• June 5 - Final approval of Grants by Synod Council.  

• June 6 - Notification of grants awarded at Synod Assembly.  

• July 1 - Grants to be funded  

 

Grants need to be used between July 1, 2020 & April 1, 2021. Grants are potentially renewable.  

I hope you find this opportunity as exciting as the Northwest Washington Synod Council. We are excited to continue 

vitalizing our congregations and ministry sites into the future – as we trust God is walking with us, leading us and guid-

ing us.  

Grace & Peace,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Message from the Bishop 
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Council Hi-lights 
• Discussion regarding using Vanco as a way of giving to the church electronically.  

The council will meet with a representative on the 26th of January then discuss fur-

ther in February Council meeting.  

• A special congregational meeting will be called for February 2.  (note:  this meeting 

has been changed to February 9th)  

• Community Table will have a meeting on 01/13 to discuss the future of this mission.  

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meet-

ing will be January 12, 2020.  

 If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    
 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 
 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Pat Jupiter 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 

Notes from the Call Committee 

Now that the Holidays are a memory, the Call Committee has continued their meetings to resume 

the process of finding a pastor to call.  We have met with Pastor Andy Yee, of the Bishop’s Office on 

two occasions, one of them including the Church Council, to make sure that we are clear about the 

directions we wish to pursue for the life of Bethesda.  The input from the Council was significant as 

we are hoping to increase our presence in the surrounding community through Bethesda Community 

Connections.   

Our Ministry Site Profile has been submitted to the Synod, and now it is a matter of waiting for possi-

ble candidates.  One hurdle we face is that we can only offer a part time position for a while, though 

our hope is to grow enough to allow our Pastor more hours or even full time.  There are not many 

takers for a part time position.  It has been suggested that we pair up with another church in the 

same situation, or possibly have a pastor who can give us half-time and work with another organiza-

tion of the church to make up a full time position.  This could possibly mean we might have to be 

more flexible about worship hours, etc.  Members of the Call Committee will be asking your feelings 

about how that might look, and if moving worship times will lose us members.  Please let us know 

how you feel by talking to any member of the Call Committee: Kate Kurfess, Sue Rasmussen, Mimi 

Seale, Tim Hillerman, and Joy Halliday. 

At our latest meeting we decided to request the Bishop’s Office to try to send us an interim pastor 

with an open-ended contract beginning on April first.  This would ensure that we have coverage for 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  It would be a bit different than a regular Interim pastor as we 

would not have to evaluate the congregation and prepare a new MSP since these things have al-

ready been done. Basically, we want someone who will fill in until we decide upon a call. 

We are hopeful and strong in our commitment to Bethesda and to finding the best person to fill the 

open space in our collective hearts. 

God continues to bless, 

Sue Rasmussen  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 

S=Sanctuary 

FH=Fellowship 

Hall   O=Office 

Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

    

  

      Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

 

  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Worship     
10:15am   
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

    Al-Anon Mtg. 
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

  

Girl Scouts 
(40060) 4:30 
– 6:30 (FH) 

  Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Worship     
10:15am    
Council Meet-
ing 12:30pm 
(O)  Saebit 
Church  
1:00pm (S)   

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S) 
Foodie Book 
Group  7:00pm 
(FH) 

  Girl Scouts 
(50529) 
5:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Worship   
10:15am   
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

Girl Scout 
Service Unit 
7:00pm (O) 

  

  

  Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O) 
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE          

Girl Scouts 
(40060) 4:30 
– 6:30 (FH) 

Girl Scouts 
(50529) 
5:30pm  (FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S)  
Men’s Break-
fast  8:00 – 
10:00am (FH) 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Worship     
10:15am    
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 
 

ANDERSON, DIANE (Rasmussen cousin ) Cancer 

ANDERSON, JULIA 

ARNOLD, STEVEN 

CHATFIELD, JULIA 

FAMMY (friend of Joy H.) Lung Cancer 

FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY 

HALLADAY, JOY 

HALVERSON, ROY (Joy H. brother) Lung Cancer 

HARPER, MARTI 

HAUMAN, SUE 

HELMS, MAXINE 

HENDERSON, BETTY 

JOEL 

JUAN, ANTOINETTE 

KELLY, KATHY 

LARSON, JO 

McCOLLOM, ROBIN (recently widowed) 

MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin) E-coli 

PETERSON, CHAR  

RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer) 

RICE, PATTY 

SCHWALD, MICKEY 

SNYDER KIM (J. Minnis daughter) 

SULLIVAN, SARAH (? Stroke) 

WILSON, GARY & DOROTHY 

And... 

The Call Committee, Council, and 

Synod office as we continue our 

search for a pastor.  

2—Dick Anstice 

7—Sam Harpst 

Save the Date... 

4th Saturday EVERY MONTH: Men’s Break-

fast 8:30am 

02/26/20 = Ash Wednesday Service 7:00pm 

Wednesdays during lent:  Soup and bread 

6:00pm, Holden Evening Prayer 7:00pm 

RIDES WILL BE AVAILABLE if you would like 

to attend the meals and services.  Information 

to follow.  

Preparations are being made for the 2020       

directory.  I would like to get pictures of those 

who are missing and plan to take pictures on  

Saturday February 22 (during Men’s breakfast) 

and Sunday February 23 (after service) 

Please make yourself pretty and prepare to 

say cheese!   

   Judy Rasmussen 

    Office Administrator 
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KIDS PAGE       
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HEROES AND VILLAINS 

 

      I’d like to take an opportunity to thank some groups of people for helping to sustain my 

quality of life.  

 Thanks to all of you reading this, known and unknown, who have kept me in your prayers. 

It has a huge impact on my frame of mind as I strive to maintain a positive outlook.  You are my 

heroes. 

 Thanks to my loving family. From my daughter, to all my siblings and their spouses and 

children, for their loving concern and care for my wellbeing. Three of my sisters and I are house-

mates. We laugh daily, something that is enormously important to me. All of my family members 

are heroes.  

 Thanks to my network of personal friends who regularly keep in touch to check on me and 

offer help in any way I may need.  They are my heroes. 

 Thanks to my caregivers,, whose knowledge, compassion and friendliness have helped 

me to continue to lead a normal, happy life.  My Heroes. 

 Finally, thanks to our God above, who through you all, has gifted me continued quality of 

life.  

 There is but one villain in my life—pancreatic cancer. In time, I will succumb to it or some 

complication of it, but because of all of you, I face it head on, knowing I’ll wind up in the welcom-

ing and loving arms of our Heavenly Father. 

 I think I’ll hand around a while longer.  Bless you all…. 

        Al Rasmussen 
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FIND THE BOOK 

What book would you to if you wanted to find… 

1: The Beatiturdes 

 A. Psalms 

 B. Matthew 

 C. Philippians 

 D. Revelation 

2: Angels appearing to Shepherds 

 A. 2 Chronicles 

 B. Isiah 

 C. Luke 

 D. Revelation 

3: “I am thew way, the truth,, and the life.” 

 A. Ecclesiastes 

 B. John 

 C. Romans 

 D. 1 John 

4: Instructions about skin disease 

 A. Genesis 

 B. Leviticus 

 C. Romans 

 D. Seventeen 

5: Samson’s shear disaster 

 A. Judges 

 B. Exodus 

 C. Psalms 

 D. Hair Care for Dummies 

6: “The Lord is my light.” 

 A. Joshua 

 B. Psalms 

 C. 1 Corinthians 

 D. Westinghouse Answers:  

1: B. Matthew 

2: C. Luke 

3: B. John 

4: B. Leviticus 

5: A. Judges 

6: B. Psalms 
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


