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Bethesda Outlook 
January 2020 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with 
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff 
 

Pastor:   

 

Office Administrator: 

Judy Rasmussen 

425-778-6390 
 

Musician: 

Vic Peters 

206-789-1699 

 

Doing Gods Work 

     Have you ever thought about the behind the scenes activity 

that happens around the church?  So much is done by volun-

teers to see that Bethesda continues to run smoothly: 

Dennis M. keeps the grounds in shape.  He also acts as 

“security” around the church keeping the place safe from preda-

tors.                                                                                          

Sarah B. and Judy R. set up communion ant the altar every 

Sunday, while Darlene J and Sam H. clean up after the service. 

Judith H. and Sue R. set up coffee hour every Sunday.             

Bill J, Cliff P., Larry F., Dennis M., Katherine D. all handle the 

gleaning that happens every Sunday Evening.                           

Jeff M will help with any maintenance and elevator issues.         

Mimi S and Katherine D. count the offering every Sunday while 

Sue R. keeps the books in order.                                            

Mickey Schwald has done beautiful flower arranging for the altar 

and special events.  

This list could go on and on and I’m sure I’ve forgotten someone  

- please accept my apologies for any oversights.  

We are in great need of people who would like to serve during 

services:  

 Lay Assistants: read lessons and prayers (everything is 

 printed for you—including the prayers!) and help with 

 communion. 

 Ushers: Pass out Bulletins, collect offering, light candles. 

 I bet Christina would like to sit with her husband once in a 

 while! 

Soon we will be asking people to help clean out and organize 

storage areas and also consider being members of council as 

two openings will be available this year.  

 

If you are willing and able to 

help with ANYTHING please 

contact the office and I’ll make 

sure you get connected to the 

right person.  

We are also happy to accept 

coffee hour goodies. We 

would like to see more “good-

for-you” foods. 

                                                    

In His service…                        

 Judy Rasmussen 
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Leaning into the Power of the Gospel: 

Trusting God’s Promises Today and Beyond 

Christmas Eve, 2019 

Like many who grew up in the 1950s in Lutheran churches, my childhood was 

partly shaped by singing in a “cherub” choir at my church, Bethlehem Lutheran 

in Marysville.  Nearly 70 children, all neatly dressed in our matching choir robes, 

sang praises to God each week.  We memorized the words; we occasionally 

sang two-part harmony; and we regularly went to local nursing homes to bring 

joy to those who lived there. 

Each week our director (who happened to be my mother) would open our rehearsal with a brief devotional 

after which we would all say together our choir’s Bible verse:  “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, 

rejoice. Phil. 4:4”  This verse was not an invitation to always be happy.  Rather, it was an affirmation that God 

walked with us in whatever the circumstances, and the conviction that God’s love and care was stronger 

than any difficulty that would confront us. 

As I write my last newsletter article and prepare for my final sermon on Dec. 29th I leave you with those 

same words from Scripture:  “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.”  In our weekly Bible study 

over the last 3 weeks we learned again that God made a covenant with Israel.  A covenant is an agreement 

that binds two parties together with mutual promises.  God’s promise is to be the God who rescues, who 

saves, and who keeps on loving us; our response is to gather in community and love God through loving our 

neighbor. 

Through Jesus’ death and resurrection we have the promise of God’s rescue, God’s salvation, God’s love 

and mercy, no matter what befall us.  So in the same way that God’s people were not sure of the next steps 

(whether Israel after the rescue from Egypt or the followers of Jesus after his departure) God’s promise is to 

be with us through the Spirit of Jesus that is given to us in our baptism.  That is the promise we are remind-

ed of each week in preaching and at the Lord’s supper.  And it is the promise that will sustain the Bethesda 

Council, Bethesda Call Committee and our Bethesda congregation as you enter the next phase of ministry 

and search for a permanent part-time pastor. 

2019 has been a blessed year for me, walking with you people of Bethesda during this time of transition.  

You have invited me you’re your homes and lives.  You have opened your hearts to me.  Together we have 

worked on the healing we find in relationships as we listen deeply to one another and act and plan re-

spectfully, seeking to discern together what God is calling us to be and do.  

Finally, I want to thank all the Bethesda community for your gracious Christmas gift for Pastor Joan and my-

self.  What wonderful generosity and I am humbled by your gift.  I am excited about Bethesda’s future and I 

will hold you in my prayers and my heart as you take the next steps as you continue to be “good news” to 

one another and the Mountlake Terrace community.  God bless you all. 

-Pastor John Beck  

Pastors Message 
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I was sitting in Resident Assistants training at Pacific Lutheran University in 1986. Suddenly the door opened 

and three people walked in: two men and one woman. They were introduced as the new campus pastors at 

PLU. I couldn’t stop staring at the woman. In my twenty years on earth at that time, I had never met a pastor 

who was a woman. Pastor Susan Briehl changed my understanding of ministry, what it means to be a pastor, 

and what a difference it makes when you hear preaching from someone who has wrestled with much of what 

you have wrestled with, too.  

The year 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women into Word and Sacrament ministry. While women have been 

preaching for thousands of years before this (think Sarah and Miriam and Mary Magdalene to name a few) the predecessor bodies of 

the ELCA felt called by God to open up the pulpit, the font, and the table to women for the first time after studying scripture and the 

Lutheran Confessions.  

This decision wasn’t made lightly. Seminaries, judicatories, and other groups took time to arrive at the decision to ordain women. In the 

end, though, these various groups realized that there was nothing in scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, or church constitutions to 

prevent the ordination of women. As Luther Seminary’s Board of Directors wrote in 1966, “God has left the details of the ministerial 

office to the discretion of the church, to be developed according to its needs and according to the leading of the Holy Spirit.”  

And just like that, the way was open to the hundreds of women who have been ordained into Word and Sacrament Ministry in the last 

fifty years.  

While this is an important milestone, we are also mindful that the last fifty years have not been without difficulties. It took ten more 

years for the first woman of color to be ordained in the Lutheran Church here in the United States. It has only been in the past ten years 

that LGBTQIA+ people have been able to serve freely. As we celebrate, we also lament the sexism, racism and homophobia that has 

been part of our church structure. And we are called to work towards a day when all are celebrated and welcome.  

In this synod, we are excited to mark this anniversary with some special events. Each woman pastor will be videotaped with their story. 

At synod assembly in 2020 we will show some of these video interviews. We will also have a festive worship service during synod as-

sembly to celebrate, remember, and look to the future. During this year we invite congregations to commemorate this anniversary. 

Pastor Nancy Winder, the first woman ordained locally and the 14th woman ordained overall, is happy to come and preach and teach in 

your local congregation. In addition, there are resources at www.elca.org to use for congregations or clusters.  

A brief story: At one of the churches I served there was a man named Dell. On my first Sunday there he came up to me and said, “You 

know, I didn’t vote for you. I don’t think women should be pastors.” I said, “OK.” And left it at that. In spite of telling me that, week after 

week Dell and his wife were in worship. Week after week they heard me preach. Week after week they received Christ’s body and 

blood as I presided at the Lord’s Table.  

About three years after I was there, Dell was diagnosed with terminal cancer. I visited him frequently at his home. On one such visit, as I 

was setting up the Communion elements, Dell said, “You know, I didn’t vote for you.” I said, “I know.” He sat there for a long time in 

silence. Then he said, “I was wrong.” And I looked at him. And I smiled. And I held his hand. And then I reached for the bread and I said, 

“On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread …”  

We give thanks for all the women pastors who proclaim the good news of Jesus, who baptize in the name of the Triune God, and who 

serve at the Lord’s Table. We pray that we continue to be made new into the future.  

In God’s Peace and Joy,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

 

  

 

Message from the Bishop 
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Council Hi-lights 
• Outreach Committee has changed it’s name to Community Connections.   Bethesda 

Community Table (BCT) and Bethesda Community Services (BCS) will become 

committees of their own (self supporting) and will no longer be under the umbrella 

for Outreach. 

• Community meals are going to be cancelled until further notice. Several of the vol-

unteer cooks are no longer able to take on this project due to health concerns. The 

council would like to try to re-structure the program. 

• Pews may change positions in the sanctuary.  

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 

2nd Sunday of each month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meeting will be January 12, 

2020.  

 If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    
 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 
 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Pat Jupiter 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 

S=Sanctuary 

H=Fellowship 

Hall   O=Office 

Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

    

  

OFFICE 
CLOSED      
Al-Anon Mtg.    
7:00pm (O)    

  

 OFFICE OPEN 

  

  

  Saebit Church  
7:00am (S) 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Worship     
10:15am        
Saebit Church   
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.   
7:00pm (O)   
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S)    
Foodie Book 
Group  7:00pm 
(FH) 

Girl Scouts  
(40060) 4:30 – 
6:30 (FH) 

 Saebit Church 
7:00am (S)   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Worship     
10:15am        
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S)    
Council     
Meeting 
1:00pm (O)  

   Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)   
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S) 

  

   Girl Scouts 
(50529) 
5:30pm– 
9:00am 01/18 
(FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Worship    
10:15am       
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S)  

Girl Scout  
Service Unit 
7:00pm (O) 

  

  

  Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)   
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S) 

NEWS  LETTER 
DEADLINE 

Girl Scouts  
(40060) 4:30 – 
6:30 (FH) 

 Saebit Church   
7:00am (S)    
Men’s Break-
fast    8:00 – 
10:00am (FH) 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

Worship     
10:15am       
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

 

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)    
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S) 

  Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (FH) 
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WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 
 

ANDERSON, DIANE (Rasmussen cousin ) Cancer 

ANDERSON, JULIA 

ARNOLD, STEVEN 

CHATFIELD, JULIA 

Family of RUSTY WILLS who passed away 

FAMMY (friend of Joy H.) Lung Cancer 

FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY 

GRISWOLD, JOYCE 

HALLADAY, JOY 

HALVERSON, ROY (Joy H. brother) Lung Cancer 

HARPER, MARTI 

HAUMAN, SUE 

HELMS, MAXINE 

HENDERSON, BETTY 

JOEL 

JUAN, ANTOINETTE 

KELLY, KATHY 

LARSON, JO 

LIMA, DAVID 

MINOR, MARGARET (Joy H. cousin) E-coli 

McCANNTS, LOUIS  

PETERSON, CHAR  

RASMUSSEN, ALAN (Cancer) 

SCHWALD, MICKEY 

And... 

The Call Committee, Council, and 

Synod office as we continue our 

search for a pastor.  

8—Sue Rasmussen 

30—Joan Minnis 

Save the Date... 

4th Saturday EVERY MONTH: Men’s Break-

fast 8:30am 

Thank you from Vic… 

I would like to thank everyone from 

Bethesda for your kind and generous 

gift this past Christmas.  

I very much enjoy playing for the  

congregation and with my fellow   

musicians  

With many thanks… 

   Vic Peters 
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KIDS PAGE       
SCAVENGER HUNT RIDDLES 

1. One sheet, two sheets, three sheets or four…some use less and some use more What am I?___________ 

2. What is black when it’s clean and white when it’s dirty?  ___________________________________ 

3. I am a king or queen, but also a common device to measure. What am I? _______________________ 

4. When I put on my clothes, it takes off its clothes. What is it? ________________________ 

5. What has a ring, but no finger? _______________________________________________________ 

6. What has arms and legs, but no head? __________________________________________________ 

7. I have a face that doesn’t frown, I have hands that do not wave, and I have no mouth. I have a familiar 

sound and I don’t walk, but I move around. What am I? ___________________________________ 

8. What’s black and white and read all over? _________________________________________________ 

9. What can’t be burned in a fire nor drowned in water? ________________________________________ 

10. We are not flesh, feather, scales nor bone, yet we still have fingers and thumbs of our own. What are 

we? ______________________________________________________________ 

11. I don’t go out and play. I just stay home all day. I’m nice you might agree, but mostly your feet just rub 

on me.  What am I? __________________________________________________ 

12. My words number quite many (like pen, pent, and penny), my title you will discover is explained under 

my cover. What m I?   _________________________________________________________ 

13. The more I dry, the wetter I become. What am I?________________________________________ 

14. What is filled six days a week but if you don’t own it you can’t take a peek? ____________________ 

15. Here is a place where the scared(y) cat sleeps, you won’t find any treasures under his feet. Of old dirty 

socks, you’ll follow the smell, and find out where the monsters dwell. Where am I?________________ 

16. I have a sound that goes beep, and though time I do keep, my main function is to heat. What am I?: 

__________________ 

17. Some take me in the morning, other take me in the evening, but one thing you should know, that when 

I’m “taken” – I don’t really go anywhere. What am I? ____________________________________ 

18. I have a plug, but no bath. I have ink. But no pen. I have paper, but no news. And I have a cable but no 

tv. What am I? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

19. I am full of holes, but still hold water. What am I? ______________________________________ 

20 I have a big mouth and am quite a load. I’m not a gossip, but I get involved in everyone’s dirty busi-

ness. What am I? _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

(Answers on Page 9) 
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1 Toilet paper 

2 Chalkboard 

3 Ruler 

4 Coat Hanger 

5 Telephone 

6 Chair 

7 Clock 

8 Newspaper 

9 Ice 

10 Gloves 

11 Doormat 

12 Dictionary 

13 Towel 

14 Mailbox 

15 Under the bed 

16 Microwave 

17 Shower 

18 Printer 

19 Sponge 

20 Washing Machine 

Scavenger Hunt  Answers: 

Christmas Caroling—12/14/19 

A group of eager carolers went to 

several places to spread some 

Christmas Cheer!  First Stop: Vine-

yard Park Retirement Center for An-

ny Glebe. Next: Mickey Schwald and 

Roy Johnson. Then we headed over 

to Joan Minnis’ and sang for Dorothy 

Wilson.  Then it was  off to Betty 

Henderson. Last stop was Mountlake 

Terrace Plaza where we sang for a 

dining room full of people!  Then 

back to the church for pizza and fel-

lowship.   Lots of fun was had by all! 

Mickey said she posted a 

pictures on the Mountlake 

Terrace Community Face-

book page and got 178 re-

sponses to it! She thinks 

many were impress that 

this sort of thing still     

happens! 
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


