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AN ADVENT INVITATION     

  J. Paul Williams 
 

Light the advent candle,  

Let it shine for Hope 

Soon a star will guide us to the One that was foretold.  

To a lonely cattle stall 

God will sent the Lord of all. 

Light the advent candle Christ is coming soon. 

Light the advent candle 

Let it shine with Peace. 

Behold, a Prince is coming and His reign will never cease. 

To a palace, not of might,  

God will send His Holy Light. 

Light the advent candle Christ is coming soon. 

Light the Advent Candle 

Let it shine with Love. 

Soon a Rose will flower, sent from Heaven above. 

To this world a Son is born,  

A perfect Rose to bear the thorn. 

Our longing hearts are waiting for that promised morn.  

Light the advent candle. 

Let it shine with Joy. 

Soon the earth will celebrate sweet Mary’s little Boy. 

To the mangers of this world, 

God will send His Priceless Pearl. 

Light the advent candle, Christ is coming soon.  



 

A 

COUPLE REFLECTIONS AS WE ENTER ADVENT 

By Pastor John Beck 

Advent is a time for preparation and for keeping alert to new things 

that are about to break in.  It seems fitting that we should mention a 

few of things on the horizon as we enter this Important season of 

transition. 

Call Process   Bethesda leaders continue the process of identifying 

the pastor for our community.  A meeting with Associate Bishop, 

Rev. Andy Yee, on November 21 produced greater clarity about Bethesda’s pastoral needs 

and subsequently, our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) is being updated by Call Committee 

members.  This will help the Synod find a good match for us.  There is not yet a specific 

time-line for the process, but we appreciate the care the Synod is taking to have a good un-

derstanding of we are as a congregation, be sensitive to our unique history, and find well-

matched candidates for us to consider. 

Bible Study in December   The Bible’s Big Picture is a three-week class that Pastor John 

is offering with identical sessions on Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 1 p.m.  

Already over a dozen folks have signed up.  Please call Judy in the office if you wish to reg-

ister.  This helps us have materials for everyone.  Come on down and have fun digging into 

scripture. 

Saying Goodbye   The sale of the Beck’s home in Lynnwood closed last week and a new 

family is living there.  I am staying with friends in Shoreline on the days I am in this area 

(usually Wednesday evening through Sunday afternoon).  Several of you have expressed 

your awareness that the driving can get be wearing.  Thanks for your consideration.  I am 

always available by phone, wherever I am, and I appreciate so much when you keep me 

informed about any pastoral needs. 

In the short time I have been serving at Bethesda I have developed a deep bond with this 
community and departing is complicated for me.  Please call me or invite me to have coffee 
or a chat if you want to talk a bit face-to-face before I my last Sunday on December 29

th
.  I 

will even buy.  God has blessed Bethesda through the years, and I am excited and ex-
pectant about what God is going to do in and through you in the months and years to come.  

You are a healing place with gifts to offer each other and the community.  Thanks be to 
God.  And thank you for sharing yourselves with me in 2019. 

Pastors Message 



Recently I had a meeting at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. As I walked on campus I had 

to take a deep breath. You see, I had to prepare myself for how much different Luther Sem-

inary is now then when I was a student almost thirty years ago. When I attended Luther, 

there were 800 students on campus. Lots of faculty. Almost everyone lived on campus. The 

cafeteria was stuffed full with people. On Wednesdays you had to arrive early for chapel or 

you wouldn’t be able to find a seat.  

This is not what Luther is like now.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be.  

I have the same experience when I drive past a soccer field and see kids playing. I have an urge to stop and watch the 

game. (I need to tell you, this is very strange for me to WANT to watch youth soccer.) Back when I had kids playing 

soccer I often complained that I was too hot or too cold or too wet or I had laundry to do or … whatever … and now 

when I drive by I think, “Oh, I just want to watch kids play soccer.”  

Obviously, it is not that I want to watch youth soccer. It is that I miss having younger kids at home.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be.  

So often we look backwards and hold something up as “the best time” and wonder how to get back to that place. 

And this is understandable. As humans we need to acknowledge the grief that we are carrying. If we don’t do this 

careful and important work, grief can fester and come out as anger or apathy or just become so deeply imbedded we 

are unable to live in the present or into the future.  

We in the synod office have been wondering how to acknowledge this grief about “what once was” in order to move 

forward into the future. We’re wondering if some sort of get-together or some holding space would be helpful to talk 

about this. One suggestion is to collectively read Bishop Michael Girlinghouse’s book, Embracing God’s Future With-

out Forgetting the Past. I have started reading it and find it a useful and lovely book. I would be interested in hearing 

if you would be interested in reading this book together and discussing it.  

Going back to that visit to Luther Seminary, while I took a deep breath and prepared myself for things “not as they 

once were,” when I arrived on campus and listened to students, after I talked with administration and professors, 

after worshipping together in chapel, I realized that God is acting and moving in the life of Luther. Through the new 

webtools at Faith+Life, through the correct sizing of their campus, through their new pathways towards MDivs, 

through their emphasis on student formation and, especially, through their listening, they are dancing with the Spirit 

in this new day.  

Dear Beloveds of God, I encourage you to have deep, sometimes hard, conversations about who you have been and 

who you are called to be. I encourage you to tell the stories of your life and your congregation. Record them. Re-

member them. And I encourage you to dream into the next stories of your place. What is next?  

For this is what we trust and hold:  

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! -- 

2 Corinthians 5:17  

In God’s Peace and Joy,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Message from the Bishop 



Council Hi-lights 
• Outreach Committee has changed it’s name to Community Connections.   Bethesda 

Community Table (BCT) and Bethesda Community Services (BCS) will become 

committees of their own (self supporting) and will no longer be under the umbrella 

for Outreach. 

• The Synod has invited the call committee to have further discussions regarding the 

Ministry Site Profile (MST) we turned in.  

• Monday meals will start up in with Thanksgiving Dinner on November 25th.  The 

meals will continue on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month in December—and then 

will be discussed further at a later time.  Volunteers are needed to help with these 

and any other future meals. 

• Pews may change positions in the sanctuary.  

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 2nd Sunday of each 

month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meeting will be December 15, 2019.  
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Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS         By Jaye Lill 

Krispy Creme is one organization that knows how to inspire people to 
be curious and check out their new offerings. They create events, 
around which they can let people know, wonder and be curious around 
who they are and what they do. With flyers, free donuts and promo-
tional materials - they create awareness and invitation, an emotional 
connection.  

 

You will notice that this year, we too have a variety of familiar and new 
events meeting a range of needs from spiritual comfort, joyous singing, 
learning discussions, and fellowship. You can help spread the word, 
and create these community connections.  

 

Every time someone comes into the church, can you be sure they 
have a take-away to invite them to come back?  

 

At all events, please make an announcement to thank them for coming 
and to pick up a flyer (on the various tables) to remind them of all the 
reasons we welcome them to come back. Take a flyer to post in other 
nursing homes, businesses, or organizational bulletin boards. Hand 
one to a friend.  

 

This is a time when many people may feel left out, or overwhelmed, so 
it is a crucial time that we can invite them in to a quiet place for peace-
ful and joyous refreshment.  

 

YOU are our community connections. Thanks for spreading a warm 
welcome!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Worship     
10:15am     
Free work-
shop w/Jaye     
12:30-3pm (O)        
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

    

  

Al-Anon Mtg.  
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S)       
Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John 
7:00pm   (FH) 

  

Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John  (FH) 
1:00pm               
Girl Scouts (40060)  
4:30pm  (FH) 

  

  

Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church    
7:00am (S) 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Worship     
10:15am    
Free worship 
w/Jaye     
12:30-3pm (O) 
Saebit Church     
1:00pm (S)     
Comm. Table 
prep.        
4:00pm (FH) 

Monday Meal    
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH)                      
Girl Scout 
Service Unit 
7:00pm (O) 

  Al-Anon Mtg.    
7:00pm (O)       
Saebit Church     
7:00pm (S)       
Foodie Book 
Group   7:00pm 
(FH)                
Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John 
7:00pm  (O)      

 Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John  (FH) 
1:00pm       

  Saebit Church   
7:00am (S)         
Caroling &   
Pizza 3PM 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Worship    
10:15am   
Council Meet-
ing  12:30pm 
(O)         
Saebit Church   
1:00pm (S) 

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church    
7:00pm (S)       
Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John 
(FH)   7:00pm    

Bibles Big Picture 
with Pr. John  (FH) 
1:00pm  (FH)            
Girl Scouts (40060)  
4:30pm (FH) 

Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church    
7:00am (S)     
Yee Family 
Private Party 
(FH) 1-6pm 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Worship   
10:15am    
Saebit Church    
1:00pm (S)     
Comm. Table 
prep.        
4:00pm (FH) 

Monday Meal    
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH) 

  

Christmas Eve 
Service 5:30pm  
(S) 

OFFICE 
CLOSED                         
Saebit Church     
7:00pm (S) 

OFFICE OPEN 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

  

OFFICE OPEN 

  

Saebit Church    
7:00am (S)        
Men’s Breakfast    
8:00 – 10:00am 
(FH) 

29 30 31         
Worship     
10:15am   
Saebit Church   
1:00pm (S) 

  

    

  

      

  

 S=Sanctuary 
H=Fellowship 
Hall   O=Office 
Bldg.  
B3=Building 3 

              

             



WE LIFT IN PRAYER: 
 

ANDERSON, DIANE 

ANDERSON, JULIA 

ARNOLD, STEVEN 

CHATFIELD, JULIA 

FISCHER, JEROME & FAMILY 

GRISWOLD, JOYCE 

HALLADAY, JOY 

HARPER, MARTI 

HAUMAN, SUE 

HELMS, MAXINE 

HENDERSON, BETTY 

HUNTINGTON, BRENT (working in fires in CA) 

JOEL 

JORDAN, JAMES 

JUAN, ANTOINETTE 

KELLY, KATHY 

LARSON, JO 

MATT & LEXIE 

McCANNTS, LOUIS  

McMULLAN, JOANIE (Mickey Schwald's daughter) 

MOYLES, MICHAEL 

PETERSON, CHAR  

RASMUSSEN, ALAN  

SCHWALD, MICKEY 

SNYDER, KIM 

SWETT, BRIAN 

WILSON, DOROTHY 

WHITTMAN, COURTNEY 

WONG, DOMINIC 

December Birthdays…. 

4—Frances Hinson 

10—Jeanette Anstice 

11—Cliff Pearson 

 

Save the Date... 

December 14 = Caroling and Pizza 

December 24 = Carol and Candlelight Service 

Wednesdays & Thursdays in December—

Education hour with Pastor Beck. 

December 9 & 23—Community Meals 





KIDS PAGE       



News from the Call Committee: 

The Call Committee is again meeting to edit and update our Ministry Site Profile as 

we begin our search for another Pastor to replace Pastor John beck when he retires at 

the end of December.  Kate Kurfess, Tim Hillerman, Joy Halliday, Mimi Seale and Sue 

Rasmussen are the members of the committee, and if there is anything you want to 

hear about or pass on to the committee members, please speak to one of us.  We do 

have some parameters within which we must maintain confidentiality, for example we 

cannot discuss specific candidates until we decide upon a clergyperson, but we are still 

far away from any possibilities at this time. 

Currently we are rewording the trends, programs and goals sections of the MSP, in co-

ordination with Pastor Andy Yee of the Synod Office.  We are anticipating that this 

process will not take as long as last time, as we are only addressing those things that 

have changed substantially.  I will keep you informed of our progress in the days 

ahead. 

Meanwhile keep us in your prayers 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

Many, many THANK YOU’S to all who made the Children’s Hospital fashion show 

and luncheon such an awesome success.  We were able to clear $618 for the kitchen 

fund after sending $325 plus to the hospital uncompensated patients fund.  I say  plus 

because some may have made personal contributions that I don’t know about. 

Thanks to Katherine Dedrick and Cindy Hinson and JR Scaff for preparing and serv-

ing the meal, Kate Kurfess for her beautiful and creative programs, Joy Halladay and 

Mickey Schwald for the flower arrangements, and Cindy and Frances Hinson for the 

jars of jam at each place setting.  It was a beautiful program with Kate Slamenko of 

Children’s Auxiliary and her models displaying outfits from the era of Mary Todd Lin-

coln to a wedding gown reminiscent of Tricia Nixon’s wedding in the White House 

Rose Garden.  And who would have thought about what they carried in their purses!? 

Hope to be able to continue these programs for many years to come. Blessings to all 

who came and made the day so wonderful! 
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