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Important Processes Abound At Bethesda This Time of Year 
By Pastor John Beck 

In this edition I offer four important headlines, three church-related and one personal. 

Call Process Moves Forward  The Bethesda Lutheran Call Committee (Tim Hillerman, Mimi 

Seale, Joy Halladay, Sue Rasmussen, and Kate Kurfess) has been meeting almost weekly for 

over a month.  After a positive early October meeting with new Synod Assistant Bishop 

(Rev. Andy Yee) the first task has been to update the Ministry Site Profile (MSP).  This doc-

ument describes Bethesda and must be approved by the Synod before it goes live on the 

ELCA website.  Once it is live the Synod often presents Call Committees candidates to review within about 30 days.  

This is a bit more complicated for congregations looking for a part-time permanent pastor.  But Rev. Yee was quite 

positive.  He is currently reviewing our documents and we hope to get our MSP “live” quite soon.  Please thank the 

Call Committee members when you see them.  This is a lot of work.  

Congregational Meeting Looks to 2020..Sunday the Church Council approved a 2020 draft budget to be submitted to 

the congregation for the Nov. 17 Annual Meeting.  This is the meeting at which financial matters are discussed and a 

budget for 2020 will be set.  Sue Rasmussen did extensive work on this budget and was quite positive about our cur-

rent situation and our outlook moving forward.  One adjustment that the proposed budget reflects is an increase in 

Outreach dollars to support a Church Council commitment to strengthen our visibility and connection with our neigh-

bors via a newly forming Outreach ministry.  Bethesda is blessed to have two long standing, important Outreach min-

istries that share God’s love with our neighbors:  Bethesda Community Table and Bethesda Community Services.  The 

first has provided free meals on Mondays for over 12 years.  This is currently being restructured as volunteer staff 

transition.  The second ministry responds to requests for help when people are in crisis or difficult life situations.  

Both these ministries are supported solely by fund raisers.  In addition to these important ministries, there is a newly 

forming third ministry, Bethesda Community Connection and Development (BCCD) wherein the Council hopes to ex-

plore other ways to meet those who live near the church. Community development is about inviting our neighbors in 

to our fellowship and making them feel warmly welcomed. BCCD will be supported by Outreach budgeted funds and 

will be looking for people to help as we begin to develop new materials to share with the Mountlake Terrace Commu-

nity and even anticipate meeting neighbors by going door-to-door.   

Lots Happening at Bethesda Lutheran  Bishop Shelley Wee installation (Nov. 2 – St. Marks Cathedral); Bethesda Fash-

ion Show (Nov. 16); Congregational Annual Meeting (Nov. 17); Men’s Breakfast and Lefse-making Class (Nov. 23); 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship with Pastor Beck preaching (Nov. 24); Christmas Caroling Dec. 14; Christmas Eve 

Worship (Dec. 24); Lesson and Carols led by Sue Rasmussen and Pastor John as he concludes his ministry at Bethesda 

(Dec. 29).  If you are aware of other activities, please let Judy know so they can be added to the calendar. 

A Beck Family Update  As some of you may know Pastor Joan moved back into the Beck family home in Portland over 

Labor Day weekend.  (Our kids have held down the fort for a decade while we have served elsewhere).  This week our 

Lynnwood home got a “sold” sticker attached to the realtor sign.  If all goes well (and many of you know this is always 

iffy until the closing has actually happened) we will close on Nov. 20.  After that Pastor John will be couch-surfing.  

Actually, a couple friends have offered him a guest room when he is not visiting Pastor Joan in Portland.  Please keep 

us in your prayers as this process moves forward. 

Pastors Message 



We turn to serve and love our neighbor  I share two stories that I heard in the last two weeks.  

The first story I heard was from Pastor Ron Glusenkamp from a trip he took to Senegal with other 

ELCA folks:  

We landed in Dakar, Senegal where the people are 95% Muslim and the other 5% are Christian or 

something else. Our group traveled to a small village to visit a Lutheran health center that is funded 

by ELCA World Hunger. When we arrived, we met ten guests who were living there. They all were HIV positive and all 

had been banned from their homes and so lived together with about a hundred others at this Lutheran health center.  

When we asked the group how they were doing, one of the women spoke. She spoke in her own dialect that was 

translated to English. She spoke eloquently and simply. She said, “If it wasn’t for this Lutheran clinic, I would be 

dead.”  

The second story I heard while attending the Conference of Bishops in Chicago. There we heard of Lutheran owned 

and operated Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem. The United States government had voted to continue fund-

ing this important medical center but for some reason they are not releasing the money. This is putting people at risk. 

Chemotherapy is not able to be administered. Surgeries are unable to be performed. Children, especially, are dying.  

While this is a complex issue, the stories we heard compelled Presiding Bishop Eaton to write a letter to the admin-

istration. She and all 65 bishops signed this letter requesting the United States government to restore the millions of 

dollars in funding promised to Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem that primarily serves Palestinian Christians. 

This hospital, owned and operated by the Lutheran World Federation and is supported by the ELCA, is vital as it is the 

only medical center there. (Read the letter here: www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8009)  

In the first story above, I don’t know what happened to this woman or the other people gathered that day in Senegal. 

I hope all of them are still living and still receiving care. In the second instance, I do know that many of the people 

treated at AVH are Christian Palestinians whose only access to healthcare is through AVH. And I do know this: As peo-

ple of God, we hold all people sacred. As people who believe in the priesthood of all believers, we know that the staff 

and volunteers at these health centers are doing holy work. As people who believe in Jesus, we know that Jesus is in 

the midst of those that others have rejected. As people of the cross, we know that in the midst of suffering, Jesus is 

there.  

You see, as Lutherans, we take seriously what justification by grace alone means: Salvation is not the process or goal 

of life but rather its foundation. Because we are claimed by God through no merit of our own, we are free to live and 

love and serve our neighbor – whether it is the neighbor next door or the neighbor in Senegal or Jerusalem.  

Way back in the sixteenth century, Martin Luther wrote about establishing a common chest for the sake of the poor 

in the city of Leisnig, “Those individuals in our parish … who are impoverished … shall receive each week on Sunday … 

support from our common chest … This is to be done out of Christian love, to the honor and praise of God, so that 

their lives and health may be preserved.” (LW, 45:189)  

I read Martin Luther’s words and they remind me that we are called out into the world – not because we have to but 

because of what God has claimed for us. I am so thankful that as we remember the Reformation on October 31 we 

continue in the footsteps of Martin Luther and the other reformers: Trusting in God’s grace through Jesus, we turn to 

serve and love our neighbor – whoever or wherever that neighbor is.  

Thank you for the love and care you are showing to your neighbors – both near and far – as we see the face of Jesus 

in all.  

In God’s Peace and Joy,          Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  



Council Hi-lights 
• A new company has started cleaning the church as of October 12, 2019 

• Rental house has been rented to four young adults. They are very happy with their new home.  

• Questions concerning the continuation of Monday meals. Pastor has offered to contact Terrace View 

Presbyterian to ask if they could help with more volunteers. Due to several phone calls to the office, it 

is apparent that the need for the meals is still there.  

• Congregational meeting for budget is set for Sunday November 17th immediately following service.  

• Now that the cooler weather is here, we are starting to get more requests for BCS 

 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 2nd Sunday of each 

month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building. Our next meeting will be November 10, 2019 

If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member. We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints. We are committed to work for you.  

Mother Teresa 

REMINDER…. 

SATURDAY — NOVEMBER 2,  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 2 
S=Sanctuary 

H=Fellowship 

Hall   O=Office 

Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

    

  

    

  

  

Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church  
7:00am (S) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Worship     
10:15am 
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

Girl Scout 
Service Unit 
7:00pm (FH) 

  Al-Anon Mtg.   
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S) 

  

Girl Scouts 
(40060)   
5:00pm (FH) 

  Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Worship     
10:15am Coun-
cil Meeting  
12:30pm (O)     
Saebit Church   
1:00pm (S) 

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)       
Saebit Church   
7:00pm (S)       
Foodie Book 
Group  7:00pm 
(FH)  

  Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S)       
Fashion Show 
& Luncheon 
12-2pm (FH) 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Worship   
10:15am  
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)       
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S)  

Girl Scouts 
(40060)  5:00pm  
(FH) 

  Saebit Church 
7:00am (S)       
Men’s Break-
fast   8:00 – 
10:00am (FH)   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Worship     
10:15am  
Saebit Church  
1:00pm (S)        
Combined 
Thanksgiving 
Soup dinner & 
Service  
5::30pm  
Mountlake 
Christian 
Church 

NEWSLET-
TER DEAD-

LINE 

  

  Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S) 

HOLIDAY           
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  

  

  

              

              



Please keep in your prayers:  

Diane Anderson            Julia Chatfield                 Rob Gebhardt                

Joyce Griswold             Joy Halladay                    Marti Harper                 

Maxine Helms               Betty Henderson             Cindy Hinson                

Joel                                Josiah                              Kathy Kelly                   

Mary Massy                  Louis McCannts               Don McCollum             

Pat Olson                       Char Peterson                  Al Rasmussen                

Mickey Schwald           Kim Snyder                     

Please remember to pray for family members and care givers.  

November Birthdays…. 

2—Kate Kurfess 

18—Larry Fischer 

22—Marti Harper 

24—Wolfgang Lill                                       

25—Betty Henderson 

Save the Date... 

• Monday  Meals = Every 2nd and 4th Monday of 

each   month.  Lunch at 1:00pm and Dinner at 

5:30pm 

• 4th Saturday of each month = Men’s Breakfast. 

ALL are welcome.  

• November 16 = Fashion Show 

• November 23 = Lefse baking with Bill J. 

• November 24 = Combined Thanksgiving Service 

at MLT Christian Church 5:30pm 

• December 14 = Neighborhood Caroling & Pizza 

This year’s Fashion 

Show and Luncheon 

will be presented by 

the Children’s Hospi-

tal Auxiliary on No-

vember 16 begin-

ning at 12 noon.  

The program will 

present First Ladies’ 

Party Dresses.  

Hope to see you 

there!  

Suggested Cost: 

$15.00 



KIDS PAGE       



DID YOU KNOW….. 

That Bethesda receives monthly newsletters from area ELCA Congregations?  

They are in the office available for anyone to read.  In addition, several news-

letters and reports are sent from the Synod office, National ELCA office and 

several benevolences that we support. Come find out what’s going on outside 

of Bethesda—You may even be inspired to do something new here! 

 

SEVEN QUESTIONS TO ASK 

YOURSELF 

When was the last time you: 

 

• Praised another person for something 

from which you gained no personal 

advantage? 

• Held a conversation with a child oth-

er than your own child? 

• Talked as a friend with someone 

whose beliefs are different from your 

own? 

• Acknowledged credit due to a politi-

cian or party other than the one you 

last voted for? 

• Gave gladly and generously without 

any strings attached, compulsion or 

tax deduction? 

• Gave someone a present “just be-

cause”? 

• Smiled at a complete stranger?    

   

Friendship is reaching out to others. 

                                                                                                                          

Richard Treloar 

 LEARNING OPPORTUNITY…. 

 

Jaye Lill will be offing two Classes for Job Skills   

Development in the Church Office Meeting Room   

1pm-3pm 
 

Sunday—November 24 “Finding and Building 

your Passion and Purpose” 

 

Sunday—December 1 “Find value in what you 

bring to the world” 





Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


