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Bethesda Outlook 
September 2019 

Our Mission is to Proclaim, celebrate and share the love of Christ with 
our neighbors in an accepting, caring community. 

Bethesda Staff 
 

Pastor:  John Beck            

425-954-3003                      

 

Office Administrator: 

Judy Rasmussen 

425-778-6390 
 

Musician: 

Vic Peters 

206-789-1699 

 

Custodian: 

Steve Farrington 

Council 

President:   

Jeff Molitor                    
 

Vice President: 

Jaye Lill 
 

Secretary: 

Judy Rasmussen 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Rasmussen 

 

Pat Jupiter 

Kate Kurfess 

Paul Larmore 

Twinkies and Root Beer 

(Contributed by Joy Halladay) 
 

A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to 

where God lived, so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a 

six-pack of Root Beer and he started his journey 

     When he had gone about three blocks, he met an elderly 

man, The mas was sitting in the park feeing some pigeons.  

     The boy sat down next to him and opened his suitcase. He 

was about to take a drink from his root beer when he noticed 

that the man looked hungry, so he offered him a Twinkie.  

     The man gratefully accepted it and smiled at the boy. His 

smile was so pleasant that the boy wanted to see it again, so he 

offered him a root beer.  

     Again, the man smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They 

sat there all afternoon eating smiling, but they never said a 

word.  

     As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and got 

up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few steps, he 

turned around, ran back to the man, and gave him a hug. The 

man gave him his biggest smile ever.    

                                                                   Continued on Page 9                        
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What is the State of the (Union) Church? Doing ministry at Bethesda Lutheran 

Church for the past seven months has been a joy. I have met and been in dialog 

with many members (and former members). There has been an openness to 

me, my leadership, and a view towards the future. Here are some of my 

thoughts as I prepare to report to the Council, congregation, and the Synod. If 

you have additional thoughts I would love to hear them.  

• Some Bethesda key positives  

o Our musician and band are top shelf and we have a strong worship planning 

team  

o Office manager and security person make a huge difference  

o I have experienced an openness to strengthening relationships  

o Leaders have been open to my approach to clarifying purpose  

• A consistent “Just Do It” attitude o 

o Getting the Grace Lutheran sign dismantled and moved from Bellevue  

o New door lock for choir room, rooms getting cleaned out and organized  

o Smokey Point coffee presence; Tour de Terrace presence  

• Caring community  

o Monday community Meal, Gleaners, food shopping  

o People have formal and informal networks of care; some visitation capacity  

o Increasing energy and buzz at Sunday coffee fellowship  

o Recent honoring of musicians, thanking for their leadership  

• People stepping up in leadership  

o President Jeff, Jaye Lill offering leadership coaching sessions, new Council members  

• Desire to learn, grow  

o Some Bethesda folks visited the Pointe of Grace, Mukilteo, Easter Vigil  

o Interest in leadership skills strengthening on Council; trying HUMHUB for communication  

o People asking for small groups and spiritual nurture and Bible study  

• Openness toward new ideas and processes  

o Using Instant Church Directory; engaged process for drafting provisional vision/mission/values  

o Openness to RESPECT, Mutual invitation, Kaleidoscope Bible Sharing (KBS)  

o People played nicely during dialog times; Annual Meeting quite positive  

o Lenten series (Forgiveness session was memorable)  

o Desire to manage our web site in-house  

• Separation of functions   

o We have strong lay leadership and people know their jobs: Sunday hospitality, bookkeeping, counting of-

fering, worship planning & prep, ushers, communion set-up, readers, announcements, bulletin prep., doors 

getting locked, etc.  

• Amazing Capacity o Staffing Smokey Point rest stop for 4 days, 24/7, monthly Saturday breakfast, Easter 

Breakfast  

As we move into the fall I encourage us to begin talking about next steps. I hope you will be part of the con-

versation.  

Pastors Message 
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 From the Bishop 
The Spirit - September 2019 
 

On August 3, as I prepared to fly to Milwaukee for the 2019 ELCA Churchwide As-

sembly, I looked out the airplane window at Mt. Rainier and thought, “Wow! Is 

there anything more spectacular?” And, I admit, I also thought, “I have so much 

work to do right here in the synod, why do I have to leave for a week?” 

On August 12, as I prepared to leave Milwaukee to return home, I looked out the 

airplane window at Lake Michigan and thought, “Wow! I am both so proud of our church and also so aware 

of how much further we have to go!”  

I hope that you were able to follow the Assembly in real time by watching the livestream. But even if you 

weren’t able to follow the assembly in real time, I encourage you to read about the people elected, the mo-

tions that were passed, experience the worship, and hopefully, enter into the joy that happens when we 

are church together (which was the theme for this year). It truly was a blessing to be with over 1000 Luther-

ans as we did good and hard work this past week.  

In the coming months I will reflect more on some of the motions and actions that happened at the Church-

wide Assembly. But here are a few thoughts as I return home. We are connected to a deep and broad com-

munity throughout the United States. We are people of different ethnicities, cultures, colors, sexualities, 

and genders. We are young and old. We are from blue and red states. We are people who are Lutherans 

from birth and we are people who embraced the Lutheran lens of Christianity later in life.  

We are a people who are listening to God’s call to embrace all people, even when it is difficult or uncom-

fortable. We are a people who ask forgiveness when we mess up and we are a people of grace. We are a 

people who march against unjust laws and we are a people who sing of that promised day when all will be 

made right. We are a people who ask many questions and we are a people who reflect on words spoken. 

We are a people who try (as best we can) to follow Robert’s Rules of Order and we are a people who laugh 

when no one can figure out the rabbit hole we have gone down as we attempt Robert’s Rules of Order. We 

are a people who sing old and well-known hymns with gusto and we are a people who embrace new words 

and new melodies in this new day. 

In short, we are people of God. We don’t always get it right. We don’t always agree. But God’s Spirit was 

present and active in Milwaukee just as God’s Spirit is present and active in your congregation, in the 

Northwest Washington Synod, and in the wider ELCA. I am confident and excited about what is next for us 

and for the entire ELCA. 

As we heard throughout the assembly, Together we are Church. 

If you would like to know more about the actions taken by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly, you can follow 
this link: https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8003 
Grace & Peace, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8003
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Council Hi-lights 
• The Janitorial position is available. (see article below) 

• RENTAL HOUSE:  Will soon be available for rent. Paul will check into ways we can advertise the 

house.  

• Girl Scout Troop 50529 want to do a community project with our playground area.  They proposed sev-

eral options to the council. There is plenty of time for this project to be completed so the council has time 

to check into insurance and discuss what we would like.  

• Pastor shared his six month “state of the church” to the council.  (Se Pastors message on page 2) 

• Joint Service with Terrace View Presbyterian on August 4th was a great success! 

• Committees are reforming and we need help!  Please consider helping with Facilities, BCS, Outreach, 

Hospitality and BCT. 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do. We meet the 2nd Sunday of each 

month at 12:30pm in the Church Office Building.  Our next meeting will be May 19. 

 If you are interested in serving on the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if 

you have issues, concerns, compliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HELP WANTED 

Church Custodian 

$15.00 per hour  - 4 Hours per week (20 hours per month—Max 30) 

Duties include maintaining cleanliness of the church building Sanctuary AND 

Fellowship Hall, and office building.  (empty trash, vacuum, dust, wash tile 

floors, clean bathrooms)  

 

If interested—Please contact Church office at 425-778-6390—Monday 

through Thursday 9:00am to 1:00pm. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 Worship     

10:15am  (S) 
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

LABOR DAY         

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

  

  

Al-Anon Mtg. 
7:00pm (O) 
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

  

Girl Scouts 
(40060)  Par-
ent Meeting 
5:00pm  (FH) 

  

  

OFFICE 
OPEN            

9-1          

Girl Scouts 
(50529) 
5:30pm (FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Worship     

10:15am   (S) 
Council Meeting 
12:30pm (O) 
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 
Comm. Table 
prep.        
4:00pm  (FH) 

Monday Meal 
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH) 

  

Comm. Table 
clean up  
9:00am  (FH) 

  

Al-Anon Mtg. 
7:00pm (O) 
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 
Foodie Book 
Group   
7:00pm (FH) 

    Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Worship     

10:15am  (S)
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

    Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)  
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

Girl Scouts 
(40060) 
5:30pm  (FH) 

  Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Worship   
10:15am (S)  
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S)  
Comm. Table 
prep.      
4:00pm (FH) 

Monday Meal 
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH) 

  

Comm. Table 
clean up 
9:00am  (FH) 

  

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O) 
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

  Girl Scouts 
(50529) 5:30-
8:30pm (O)  
Sleep over 

Saebit Church 
7:00am  (S)           
Men’s Break-
fast  8:00 – 
10:00am (FH) 

  

29 30           
Worship     
10:15am (S)
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

  

    

  

      

  

S=Sanctuary 
FH=Fellowship    
Hall       
O=Office Bldg  
B3=Building 3 
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Please keep in your prayers:  

Diane Anderson              Julia Anderson             Florence Carlson           

Rob Gebhardt                 Joyce Griswold             Joy Halladay                   

Marti Harper                   Maxine Helms              Betty Henderson              

Joel                                Josiah                             Kathy Kelly                    

Louis McCannts            Pat Olson                       Char Peterson                 

Al Rasmussen                Mickey Schwald            Linda Smith  

Kim Snyder                   Brian Swett             

Please remember to pray for family members and care givers.  

September Birthdays…. 

  7—Paul Larmore 

14—Darlene Johnston 

20—Sue Hauman                                        

22—Margaret Berghuis 

Save the Date... 

• Monday  Meals = Every 2nd and 4th Monday of 

each   month.  Lunch at 1:00pm and Dinner at 

5:30pm 

• 4th Saturday of each month = Men’s Breakfast. 

ALL are welcome.  

• September 8 = Rally Sunday 

• November 16 = Fashion Show & Luncheon 
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Bethesda Highlights 

Thanks our “Thrifty” Pastor John,  Bethesda Lutheran 

Church was able to acquire  the electronic    reader-

board from the former Grace Lutheran Church of Belle-

vue,  absolutely FREE!  We are so excited to be blessed 

with this form of communication outreach to our com-

munity and give great thanks to the former congregation 

of Grace Lutheran. 

Jeff Molitor and Bill Johnson met on site in Bellevue to 

disassemble the sign and bring it to  it’s new home in 

Mountlake Terrace.  We are excited to begin using it as 

soon as the city of MLT widens 56th Ave.  

 

RALLY SUNDAY 
 

September 8 

Baked Potato Lunch 

After Service 

 

Bring your favorite 
topping to share! 

 And let’s have fun! 
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KIDS PAGE       
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Continued from page 1 

 

     When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was sur-

prised by the look of joy on his face. She asked him,  “What did you do today that made 

you so happy?” 

     He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his mother could respond, he added, 

“You know what? God’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!” 

     Meanwhile, the elderly man, also radiant with joy, returned to his home. His son was 

stunned by the look of peace on his face and asked, “Dad, what did you do today that 

made you so happy?” 

     He Replied, “I ate Twinkies in the park with God.” However, before his son respond-

ed, he added, “You know, he’s much younger than I expected.” 

     Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening 

ear , an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential 

to turn a life around, People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime.   

Embrace all equally!                                                   ~author unknown~      

 



10 

Bethesda Lutheran Church 

23406 56th Ave. W. 

Mountlake Terrace WA  98043 

23406 – 56th Avenue West                                                                                                                            

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

PH: 425-778-6390 

WWW.Bethesdalcmt.com 


