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Join us  during Lent  for  
Worship, Fellowship and Nourishment 

of body and soul…..  

 

 ASH WEDNESDAY 

         March 6, 2016 

            7:00pm 

 

 

 

Soup and Worship 

Every Wednesday during 
Lent. 

Noon and 6:00 PM 

Followed by Holden 

Evening Prayer when 

the meal is finished.  

Come to either service 

 



Living In-line With Our Purpose   Through Organizational Clarity 
Editor’s Note:  This article was written for the Mukilteo Beacon by Pastors Beck (published Feb. 6, 2017) for the religious 

leader’s column which rotates among Mukilteo faith communities of which Pointe of Grace is 

a part.  He shares it with the Bethesda community because some of these ideas may relate to 

our work this year. 

 

Many organizations, and especially churches (and other religious groups), are unclear about 

their focus and direction.  This happens in spite of the intention to follow the God who is re-

vealed in Jesus of Nazareth. Without clarity of purpose, groups are significantly more vulnera-

ble to any number of challenges, including financial struggles, governing board infighting and 

interpersonal conflicts. 

In the Christian denomination to which Pointe of Grace Lutheran belongs, the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church in America, research shows that when there is clarity of purpose and leaders 

who are willing to do what it takes to accomplish that purpose, the sky is the limit.  One caveat is that this purpose must be 

memorable, articulated, and practiced by adherents.  Further, it is divided into an aspirational vision, a memorable mission 

(purpose) statement, and specific and measurable values. 

Our aspirational vision, something we strive to be: “We are called to be ministers for the God of Grace in the world – everyone a 

Pointe of Grace.”  Wow!  That is quite a vision, but is it doable?  That points to the second part of our organizational description. 

To put it another way:  Can we say, in a few words, who we are (at our core) as an organization?  For Pointe of Grace that meant 

a year-long discernment and review process that led to this shorthand version of our mission: “Grounded in God; growing in 

community with Christ; giving of ourselves.”  In some ways this phrase functions like branding in advertising.  It is visible in our 

publications, sermons, worship folders, and reports.  It is memorable enough to be prayed by members on a regular basis.   

But most importantly that mission (purpose) flows out and is measured against a framework of five values that further express 

who we are as a community:  inspired, open-hearted, hospitable, generous, outgoing.  To see the whole structure, see:  https://

pointeofgrace.org/who-we-are/our-vision-mission-values/ 

This whole configuration comes into play when an idea surfaces about a new area of ministry or a project that someone wants 

to explore.  Unlike many other organizations, where the loudest voice or the largest check can set direction, we go through a 

process of simple questions:  How does this activity (or possibility) fit with our values?  Does this direction seem congruent with 

our purpose?  Will this engagement help us to achieve our aspirational direction? 

We don’t do this all perfectly!  (That is part of being Lutheran, acknowledging our brokenness and getting to start over each 

day.)  Does it take getting used to?  (Big time struggle to get used to thinking and acting this way.}  Will it make a difference in 

our life together and our organizational functioning?  (It already has influenced how we have developed as a newly recognized 

ELCA congregation since Aug. 5, 2018.) 

We would be glad to talk more with anyone who might be curious if this pattern for clarity of purpose could strengthen your 

organization. 

Blessings, 

Revs. Joan and John Beck 

 

Pastors Message 



Shadows of February 

  

                    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

PASTOR KATHLEEN SENDS HER GREETINGs 

Pastor Kathleen is in her new ministry site in Humbolt Iowa and sends her greetings to Bethesda.  

Now I find myself in a fairly large congregation in the middle of Iowa as a redevelopment pastor. It’s been 

crazy busy from the moment I hit the ground, particularly since it’s 87 miles between where my husband, 

who lives in the parsonage, is serving, and the congregation I’m serving. I make the drive between the two 

places about two times a week, depending on how many meetings I have in any given week. It’s part of my 

contract to have a residence in this community, 87 miles away from my little family, so trying to get oriented, 

set up two households, plan worship, and meet people has been keeping me very busy.  

I can’t thank you enough for your gifts of money when I left. It helped me out so much, but even more im-

portant was the love I felt that was behind those gifts. You are a remarkable group of people and your next 

pastor is very fortunate to be in service with you. Thank you, Bethesda community. You have indeed been a 

healing place for me, and I will treasure my time with you. I pray for each of you regularly. I wish you all of 

God’s best gifts for your ministry.  

With much love to you all, and wishes for peace in your hearts and homes, 

Pastor Kathleen Anderson 



Council Hi-lights 
• Pastor talked about the format of Agreeing and Disagreeing in Love. He asked the council how they felt 

about using this format to invite members who left us due to bitter feelings and for people who stayed 

and been hurt.  

• Cleaning and rearranging of the storage room will begin on Monday 02/18/19. 

• Pastor and Judy were approved to attend a half day seminar regarding Servant Keeper—a computer pro-

gram for tracking attendance and offerings/donations 

• Pastor has asked for delegates to this years Synod Assembly. Mimi Seale and Tim Hillerman have vol-

unteered to go. 

• June 2 has been set for the next Congregational Meeting.  Two council members will be leaving and 

will need to be replaced.  

 

You are always invited to sit in on a council meeting to see what we do.  If you are interested in serving on 

the Council, please contact any council member.  We are also available if you have issues, concerns, com-

pliments or complaints.  We are committed to  work for you.  

 

Pastoral Ponderings….a few thoughts from Pastor John 

Our conversation at Sunday’s Church council meeting was very energizing.   That conversation built upon 

digging into scripture together that led to some powerful sharing about how people have dealt with the 

pain at Bethesda over the last couple years. 

By the end of the meeting I perceived there was consensus that we as leaders needed to do more con-

versation, Bible study and prayer to keep opening ourselves to the Spirit’s healing power.  There was also 

helpful curiosity about what the next steps might involve, and what shape they might take. 

So from the new pastor, I say thanks to everyone who has opened their home and heart to me.  Thanks 

to the Council for taking an important step to talk honestly together, and for being willing to be vulnera-

ble with one another as well as curious about what we all need to learn for Bethesda to live into our 

name of being a “healing community.” 

It is my joy to be on this journey with you. 

Pastor John  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 2 

S=Sanctuary 

H=Fellowship Hall   

O=Office Bldg  

B3=Building 3 

    

 

  

  

  

  

  

Girl Scouts          
5:30-8:30pm 
(FH) 

Saebit Church  
7:00am (S) 

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Worship     
10:15am      
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

    Ash Wednesday 
7:00pm (S)Al-
Anon Mtg.  
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S)       
Foodie Book 
Group  7:00pm 
(FH) 

Girl Scouts 
4:30-6:30pm 
(FH) 

 Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Worship     
10:15am       
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S)         
Council Meeting 
1:00pm (O) 
Comm. Table 
prep.  4:00pm 
(FH) 

Monday Meal 
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH)                   
Sues Bible 
Study 2:00pm 
(O) 

 

Comm. Table     
clean up         
9:00am  (FH) 

  

Soup & Bread/
Service  12PM & 
6PM (FH)          
Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church  
7:00pm (S) 

  

  Girl Scouts 
5:30-8:30pm 
(FH) 

Saebit Church 
7:00am (S) 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Worship      
10:15am       
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

  

  

Girl Scout Ser-
vice Unit                 
7:00pm (O) 

  Soup & Bread/
Service  12PM & 
6PM (FH)          
Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

Girl Scouts           
4:30-6:30pm 
(FH) 

 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 Saebit Church 
7:00am (S)        
Men’s Break-
fast 8:00 – 
10:00am (FH) 

  

24 25 26 27 28  29 30 

Worship        
10:15am          
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 
Comm. Table 
prep.        4:00pm 
(FH) 

Monday Meal 
1:00pm & 
5:30pm (FH)                   
Sues Bible 
Study 2:00pm 
(O) 

  Soup & Bread/
Service  12PM & 
6PM (FH)          
Al-Anon Mtg.                    
7:00pm (O)      
Saebit Church 
7:00pm (S) 

 Girl Scouts 
5:30-8:30pm 
(FH) 

  

31             

Worship     
10:15am       
Saebit Church 
1:00pm (S) 

 

  

            

 



The Power of Dignity 
Bishop Kirby Unti | NW Washington Synod / ELCA | From the March 2019 edition of The Spirit 

The most frequent question that I am being asked these days is, “What are you going to do next?”  I an-

nounced in September that I would not be seeking reelection and immediately the question began.  Strange 

as it may sound, I wasn’t prepared for it.  In fact, I have given very little thought to what I might do next oth-

er than sleep, spend more time with Kim, and get out more on our boat, Gratitude. 

I am now thinking more seriously about what I am going to do next - knowing that throughout my life God has always disrupted 

my plans. 

One area I know I want to invest more heavily in is my work as a trustee of Renton Technical College.  It has been one of the 

greatest experiences of my life’s journey to have a front row seat at the College.  I have been tuned into the to college for over 

thirty years.  I was first attracted to the college knowing the population of students it serves - primarily those for whom tradition 

education is not fulfilling, those who cannot afford a 4-year college and more recently those who are new to our country whose 

primary language is not English. 

The faculty at the college is likewise unique. They are people of great passion who believe that every person can learn and suc-

ceed. By and large, all of them can find much higher paying jobs in other areas of the economy. They are in it because they re-

ceive great joy in seeing students who have little or no confidence discover how smart and capable they are. 

I recently returned from a gathering of trustees in Olympia where we hosted the Transforming Lives dinner.  It was an opportuni-

ty to offer gratitude and praise to 34 students, each representing their school.  Each of them arrived with incredible stories of 

moving from utter to defeat to a pace of hope. 

Five of the 34 were invited on stage to tell their stories.  There wasn’t a dry eye in the room.  One woman returned to college at 

46 after years of abuse nearly ending in her own death.  She was a high school dropout and had four children for whom she was 

responsible.  She said to her kids before she entered college.  “Don’t grow up to be like your mom.”  It took only one counselor to 

see what potential she had.  She went from wanting to drop out of college in the first week to getting her GED and will graduate 

this Spring with the intention to get her degree in psychology and use her life experiences to help others.  At the end of her 

presentation she said to her four children in the audience, “Be like your mother - never give up.” 

Another student had come out of an abusive home from which she ran from.  She ended up in the horrific world of sex traffick-

ing.  She once again ran from the violence, knowing her only hope was in getting an education.  It was a hard story, but she said, 

“I do so because I want others to find the hope that I have found.” 

Two other students had been living on the streets and in their cars without shelter.  Each had been incarcerated for lengthy peri-

ods of time.  One living with HIV and the other having been a child soldier in the war in Liberia.  They spoke powerfully of the 

confidence and hope they have in their futures.  Further education and a living wage awaits all of these students. 

The final student came from a family of 24 siblings. They lived in incredible poverty.  She never dreamed she would go to college.  

She found a dead-end job and new that her only hope for a bright future was education.  She is now a rising star in her college 

with a very promising future. 

Each one of these students went from being unable to establish eye contact to finding their voices in less than two years’ time. 

There wasn’t a dry eye in the room because we witnessed how resilient the human soul is when at least one other person knows 

you by name, sees you as fully their equal and believes in your ability to fulfill your dreams. 

I don’t know all that I will be doing - but I will continue to be an advocate for fully funding our Community and Technical Colleges.  

+BKU 



 

29—Selloni Tonga 

Volunteer opportunity with Providence Home Hospice in Everett.  

2019 Directories are available!   

Pick yours up in the Church 

Sanctuary. 
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